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NAZARENE BIBLE
COLLEGE
FACES A NEW CHALLENGE
by General Superintendent Charles H. Strickland
he restoration of the Statue of Liberty in New York the training of ethnic preachers and teachers. The ma
harbor, celebrated on July 4, gave to all Ameri jority of these people do not have the resources to pay
cans a new awareness of the great values of freedom
for a college education. Others do not have the qual
and liberty we have enjoyed as a nation. It also focused ifications for entrance into our liberal arts colleges. The
our attention on the stream of modern immigrants who church has had to turn to Nazarene Bible College as the
are seeking a new home in America in these times. They unique agency to provide biblical training to these ethnic
are pouring into this country from Europe, Cambodia, leaders called into divine service. Under the umbrella of
Viet Nam, Haiti, the Philippines, Korea, Mexico, and Nazarene Bible College and with the approval of the
many other areas. They have swelled the population of accrediting agency, extension classes have now been
our cities, and thousands are becoming American citi established in cooperation with District Boards of Minis
zens.
terial Studies to provide training for these new workers.
These people have presented an awesome challenge In Los Angeles and New York classes are in progress,
to the church. The Church of the Nazarene is experi and 16 applications are pending in other cities. Reports
encing a new dimension of evangelism with these new indicate the present classes are successful, and already
people. Church Extension Ministries, working under the several have graduated and entered into the stream of
Church Growth Division, is encouraging new churches ethnic pastorates. Two educational tracks will be fol
and church missions among these groups. The “Thrust lowed: one a certificate course qualifying for ordination;
to the Cities” project presently in operation in Chicago another to qualify the student to enter our liberal arts
has already established nine new churches— all ethnic colleges for further training.
congregations. Local churches are having m ultilan
To meet this new challenge the administration of Naz
guage services. Advisory boards are planning with dis arene Bible College has required additional faculty and
trict superintendents to meet this challenge. These ef staff. This makes it necessary for all of us within the
forts are rapidly becoming the growing edge of the church to continue our full support of this institution that
church.
has without doubt “come to the kingdom for such a time
□
This new development is a challenge to education in as this” (Esther 4:14).
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E stablished
to S erve
by R. T. BOLERJACK

N B C campus

he firs t N orth A m erica n B ib le C ollege was pleting the educational requirements for ordination.
Where there are clusters o f ethnic persons living, these
started by A. B. Simpson in Nyack, N.Y., in 1882.
Boards o f Ministerial Studies independently
Its purpose was to evangelize the neglected peoplesDistrict
of
have attempted to develop some type o f educational
the world with the neglected resources o f the church.
The second Bible college was begun by D. L. M oody in program for ethnic persons who feel called to some
1886. Its purpose was to educate and maintain Chris form o f ministry. Some districts have encouraged the
Directed Study Method, which is the least desirable in
tian workers who would teach the gospel in Chicago
its value to the student. Other districts have organized
and its suburbs. Bible colleges have succeeded because
occasional small-group studies. These programs have
they addressed an unmet need.
been fragmented at best.
Most o f the colleges that were established in the
There has been a growing call from the district lead
early days o f the settling o f the United States were
founded to serve the needs o f the Church in its effort to ership for Nazarene Bible College to develop a program
o f study similar to that o f the college, but where the
train, evangelize, and establish people in the Christian
learning process could be completed in the context of
faith. I believe the same basic purpose existed for the
establishing o f the eight Nazarene colleges in the the ethnic community. It was felt that the credibility of
the program, the quality o f instruction and conU.S.A. along with the Bible college and the seminary. A
need existed in the Church, a ground swell o f concern textualized practical training, all related to the accred
ited Bible college, would make a positive contribution
developed to serve that need, and the result was the
birth o f an institution o f higher education— designed to the evangelization o f ethnic persons and the devel
to serve the needs o f the Church. We must remember opment o f ethnic leaders in the church.
this fact!
In an effort to respond to a real need for pastors and
A need has existed the last few years to evangelize
other church leaders from among ethnic peoples in the
the masses o f ethnic people in the U.S.A., especially in
U.S.A., and with a commitment to serve the church,
the great urban centers where ethnic people have im  Nazarene Bible College has created a program o f devel
migrated by the tens o f thousands. Th e church has not
oping Ethnic Extension Training Centers across the
been as successful in reaching these ethnic people for
U.S.A. in cooperation with Church Extension M inis
Christ as she should have been. One primary reason for
tries. The N B C program is a response to the general
this is the lack o f trained leadership. This represents
church request to N B C to train ethnic persons for
an important need o f the church today: the training o f
ministry.
ethnic people to lead and work among their own cul
The president o f NBC, Dr. Jerry D. Lambert, created
ture and to reach this large segment o f our society with
a new administrative office for the purpose o f provid
the gospel o f Christ and for the Church.
ing leadership and accountability for this new exten
The organizational structure o f the Church o f the
sion program. I was asked to shift from academic dean
Nazarene provides for each district to establish a to assistant to the president for Ethnic Extension
Board o f Ministerial Studies. It is the responsibility o f
Training Center development, and began this office
this board to supervise the licensed minister in comJune 1, 1985.
There are now six district training centers that have
a relationship with N B C as official extension training
R. T. BOLERJACK is assistant to the president for Ethnic
Extension Training Centers at Nazarene Bible College in Colo
centers, with an enrollment o f 200 students.
□
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AN AMEN
AMEN! to J. Weldon McClung,
Jr.'s, article August 1, 1986, “Nazarenes and the Movies."
To those who would argue that we
see the same things on TV as are
shown in the movies the answer is
obvious. Turn off the TV!
C. Dale German
Queensland, Australia

CAUTION URGED
The August 1 issue of the Herald
had an article, “Nazarenes and the
Movies," which was good in the
years before TV. Now perhaps 100
watch TV to one that goes to the
movie house.
Now right in our homes are the
“good” and the “bad” movies along
with alcohol pictured as the “drink of

cham pions,” not to say anything
about pornography, cuss words,
and crime that seem to be pictured
more and more frequently.
Should not we Nazarenes exer
cise more care about what we or our
children watch on TV?
John Martin
Lake Hamilton, Florida

ANTI-MOVIES
I enjoyed your timely article on
Nazarenes and the movies. Also, a
very interesting point was made
about vows to comply with rules be
ing taken lightly.
The Bible and the Manual provide
a moral and ethical compass in the
midst of relativism. In other words,
they show us the black and white in
a very gray world.
In a time when most movies are

rated PG, because of sex, language,
or violence, it is important to look to
the Bible for truth. Paul says in Philippians 4:8, “Whatever is true, what
ever is noble, w hatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable— if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy— think
about such things.” After consid
ering many scriptures like this it
seems our church has taken a posi
tive sta n d fo r th e rig h t in con
demning a source of entertainment
where people voyeuristically enjoy
the sin of others.
Tim Chandler
Prineville, Oregon

ON M A N U A L AND MOVIES
When I read “Nazarenes and the
Movies” (August 1) I was concerned
that the Manual is being misused.
(Continued on page 18)
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D a ve A nderson

Job failures sometimes provide
the first stirring o f a call to minis
try for adults. Paul, the apostle, be
lieved God used weakness to con
found the mighty and foolishness
to confuse the wise. It still happens
th r o u g h som e u n e x p la in a b le
events. But if an occupational fail
ure is really a whisper from God, it
w ill becom e m ore intense. God
never plays guessing games with us.

N B C cafeteria

Career Changes
Welcome Here
give up fishing, tax collecting, and
tentm aking. Thus it should not
surprise us if present-day follow 
et a job and stay with it ex ers o f the Lord ask Him probing
presses the good old work
questions about their jobs and pro
eth ic th at used to keep people
fessions. Such job-change possi
working all their lives at jobs they
bilities have always been frighten
did not like very well. I f they suf ing and still are.
fered occu pational frustrations,
But for reasons known only to
they simply turned to their family
Him and in ways known only to
or hobbies to help them through.
them, the Father sometimes calls
But now a generation o f persons in
adults to ministerial service when
their 30s and 40s keep switching they are well beyond their teens or
jobs in search o f fu lfillm en t and
20s. Often such a summons creates
purpose. Starting over happens so immediate concerns about training.
frequently now that career guid In the providence o f God, nearly 20
ance has mushroomed into a boom  years ago, Nazarene Bible College
ing business whose experts predict
opened its doors to equip these
the next generation will change vo adults for K in gd om usefulness.
cations as many as five times in
And its work continues with vigor.
their working lives. T h e rationale
Adults may sense a divine nudge
for career hopping speaks o f chas in the middle o f a successful career
ing challenges so life can count for just as they reach for the next pro
something. Often money has little
motion or another raise. Then the
to do with these decisions.
conscientious disciple wonders if
his present job is the way God re
F rom th e b e g in n in g , serious
ally wants his life to be spent. A
C h ris tia n d is c ip le s m ade hard
choices about the way they earned usual response to this inner quest
their living. Something about asso m otivates people to try another
phase o f local church ministry or to
ciation with Jesus made it easy to
g ive m ore g e n e ro u s ly to som e
JERRY D. LAM BERT is president o f worthy project. Sometimes that is
all G od wants. T h e Father w ill
N azarene Bible C ollege in C olorado
Springs, Colorado.
make it plain.

by JERRY D. LAMBERT

G

A renewal o f a divine call re
ceived during grade school or high
school may come during adulthood.
Fleeting impressions created by a
devoted relative or a zealous Sun
day School teacher or pastor need
to be seen for what they were. But
the memory o f an authentic holy
moment o f divine call from your
yesterdays may be brought to your
mind by the Spirit o f God. This
suspicion o f a sense o f call needs to
be tested in every possible way; a
genuine word from God about your
future can stand tough scrutiny.
N e w c o n v e rts c o m p r is e th e
fourth group whom God may call. A
growing number o f adult students
at Nazarene Bible College are the
firstfruits o f the evangelism o f our
local churches. Their fresh memory
o f what God has done for them mo
tivates them to want to serve Him
well. Since these folks knew noth
ing about the need for ministry be
fore they came to Christ, it was
spiritually impossible for them to
be called earlier.
Retirees may also be called to
special service. W ho can calculate
what God can do through 5 or 10
good years o f a person’s life just a f
ter they retire? Some o f these peo
p le s h o u ld co m e to C o lo r a d o
Springs for training and then go
out to revolutionize some o f our
smaller churches. But, o f course,
the Father’s permission must be
sought before the decision can be
made.
No human being has the ability
to call another person to Christian
service. N or should we try. But
adults need to know th a t G od
sometimes calls people just like
them. A t every age God uses open
ness and obedience. Should God di
rect a career switch that includes a
call to ministry, Nazarene B ible
C ollege is an adult preparation
place planned just for you. A caf
eteria o f m inisterial training op
tions is ready and waiting.
□
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God Answers Your Prayers
for Harvest Hands
by NEIL B. WISEMAN

Just a few years ago, God saved Jim from a very fast
ray to the one in charge o f the harvesting, and ask
life through the ministry o f the Maranatha Church
him to recruit more workers for his harvest
fields” (Matthew 9:38, T L B )— that is Jesus’ explicit
near New York City. He graduated this year and began
command. Having just completed a preaching tour
his first pastoral assignment in Alaska this past sum
through many cities and villages, our Lord attracted
mer. In God’s plan this harvest hand came to Colorado
sinful, depressed, sick people to the life-changing
Springs from New York on his way to Alaska.
power o f His gospel. Though the gratifying response
A w hile ago God began answ ering one o f your
warmed His heart, He pitied them because they were
prayers at a Marine m ilitary base in North Carolina. A
like shepherdless sheep with no one to lead them into
nearby Nazarene church in that coastal town, pastored
the deeper things He planned for them. So our Lord
by a Nazarene Bible College graduate, provided rich
puts it on the line— abundant harvests demand more
soil for Brad and R o lf’s spiritual growth. These two
harvest hands.
Marines grew in grace and answered a call to ministry
Everywhere contemporary harvests are springing
by coming to NBC. A part o f your answer came when
up. As migrants move to the cities from first, second,
Brad preached this year’s senior sermon. Another part
o f that prayer is being worked out as R o lf continues his
and third world areas, they hunger for what the gospel
ministerial preparation at Mid-Am erica Nazarene Col
can do for them. The forces o f righteousness move por
nography out o f our grocery stores and disturb drug,
lege and then Nazarene Theological Seminary.
Another request to God for harvest hands was an
alcohol, tobacco, and abortion merchants. Nazarenes
swered when God reclaimed a missionary’s son who
keep increasing their burden for the world, so they give
grew up in Guyana. Tough and determined, John tried
more and pray more. Our college youth search for new
everything the devil had to offer and found the enemy’s
ways to invest their lives in the cause o f Christ. Enthu
promises to be lies. W hen he came to Christ, he turned
siasm expands fo r p la n tin g new churches. T h e
church’s “ Thrust to the Cities” captures our imag
all his enthusiasm into the things o f God. A fter gradu
ination and our money as we try to take Jesus to Chi
ation, just before he left town, he brought me a picture
cago, Mexico City, Los Angeles, and New York. And an
o f his family as a prayer reminder for his ministry. You
increasing number o f folks share their faith on the job
will be proud to know he gladly accepted a difficult
and with their neighbors. W ith such spectacular op
assignment in a midwestern state. His labor for Christ
portunities, it seems God has surrounded the Church
will revitalize that church because he believes he is
o f the Nazarene with a gigantic, ripening harvest field.
there by divine appointment.
But Jesus taught us that increasing harvests always
N B C graduates are some o f God’s answers to your
require more workers. To answer that need, Jesus in
prayers for more workers. Space and tim e keep me
structed us to ask the Father for more helpers. Those o f
from telling the story o f many others. In August, NBC
us who serve Christ and the Church on the Nazarene
opened its 20th year o f training folks for ministry. Re
Bible College team have the joy o f personally knowing
grettably, each year has produced some glaring exam
the people God uses to answer your prayer for more
ples o f ministerial failures. But the successes are great
laborers. Frequently those prayers for harvest hands
because you prayed for God to call folks into the minis
are answered in unexpected ways.
try.
These new students who began school just a few
NEIL B. WISEMAN is academic dean o f Nazarene Bible
weeks ago have their own testimonies o f grace to tell.
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To answer your prayers, God went to farms, class
rooms, gas stations, coal mines, factories, and con
struction sites to extend His call. As they finish their
ministerial training and begin to serve Christ and His
Church, you will be thrilled that following the Lord’s
command gave you a part in this important work o f
bringing in the harvest.
But even now a growing harvest ripens. M ore har
vest personnel will be needed. Th at means more inter
cession. T hat requires an inquiry to a potential laborer,
“Do you think God may be calling you?” That means
an evangelistic urgency is needed in your local church
so the spiritual climate encourages wholehearted obe
dience to the will o f God by all o f the people. Th at
means making it your urgent work to ask the Father for
more workers.
To train harvest hands, God has blessed the Church

o f the Nazarene with area liberal arts colleges, two
graduate theological seminaries, theological colleges in
world areas, Bible colleges on mission fields, and Naza
rene Bible College at Colorado Springs. These churchowned schools possess campuses, buildings, libraries,
and faculties that make you swell with praise to God.
But every one o f these schools need more potential
laborers for the ripening harvest. The future o f the
church, and the capabilities o f our educational institu
tions need your continued prayer commitment.
On the basis o f His past faithfulness, God will an
swer your prayers by reaching into unexpected places
in unique ways to convince folks that they are needed
to help bring in this abundant crop. Their names and
addresses are already well known to Him. Though I am
not sure why God wants your prayers for this effort, He
does. And He answers too!
□

NAZARENE

ROOTS

The campground in the 30s, with an open-air tabernacle

T H E G R EEN VILLE CAM P M EETIN G AND
T H E R O O TS OF IN S TITU TIO N A L LIFE
Rev. E. C. DeJernett family.
DeJernett founded the Peniel
community on the outskirts o f
G r e e n v ille , T e x ., n e a r the
turn o f the century.

The holiness Camp
m e e t in g W a s 3 Vital
fo rc e wjthjn the 19th

c e n tu ry holiness
movement. Spiritually, it ranked in significance with
the prayer meeting as a shaper of the distinctive piety
that characterized the holiness movement. Socially, it
played a key role in the transition from a holiness
movement to holiness churches. The Pentecostal
Herald, published in Wilmore, Ky., devoted an entire
issue to the great holiness camp meetings around the
country, including this account of the founding of the
Greenville, Tex., camp meeting, written by Mrs. E. C.
DeJernett:
“Greenville camp was founded the year 1896. E. C.
DeJernett located from his conference and moved to
Greenville in 1895. He began to look for a suitable
place to establish a holiness camp ground. The Lord
directed him to this place in a few days, .but the land
had been in possession of a certain party for forty
years, who would not sell it at any price. In a few
weeks, this person got off the train, met an uncle of
mine, told him he was in trouble and had to sell this
hundred acres of land. Uncle bought it. Soon as Bro.
DeJernett heard of it, he went to see Uncle and told
him he w anted fifty acres, but did not have any
money to pay on it. They made the trade, gave the
notes, then went to asking the heavenly Father to

open up the way for it to be paid, realizing that the
silver and gold are His and the cattle upon a thousand
hills.
“August, 1896, the first camp-meeting was held
under a tent, led by H. C. Morrison, Pardo, Thurmond,
and others. 75 souls were the result of that meeting.
Holiness had never been preached in these parts be
fore. A number are yet true that were sanctified then.
The second year Bro. Morrison and Mrs. Snell were
the leaders. Among other w orkers in succeeding
years were: Rev. E. F. Walker, Aura Smith, Bud Rob
inson, R. L. Averill, R. M. Guy, and E. A. Ferguson.
“The meeting grows better every year. The last two
years have been the best. God knows the souls that
have been saved. We have a large shed, which cost
something near a thousand dollars. It will seat sev
enteen hundred people. One large eating house, four
camp houses and large cistern.”
Near the camp meeting grounds there soon was
added a school, which became Texas Holiness Uni
versity (renamed Peniel University), a periodical (The
Texas Holiness Advocate; later Pentecostal Advo
cate), an orphanage and rescue home, and a thriving
colony of holiness people— most of them soon to be
come Nazarenes.
(Sources: Pentecostal Herald, July 31, 1907; Tim
othy L. Smith, Called unto Holiness; photos from the
R. T. Williams Collection.)
□
STAN INGERSOL, Archivist
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The
Larger
Picture
by CARL B. CLENDENEN

CARL B. CLENDENEN is professor o f church grow th and
church planting at Nazarene Bible College, Colorado Springs,
Colorado.
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young man said recently, “ Before coming to this
class on church planting, I had never stopped to
think where or how all o f the established churches be

gan.”
Thousands o f churches dot the countrysides and
grace the cities o f the United States and Canada. Their
existence has often been taken for granted by people
who attend them. Colleges and seminaries have pre
pared pastors to serve existing congregations, but have
done little to prepare workers for the establishment of
new ones.
How did more than 330,000 churches in America be
gin? W hen were they started, and under what condi
tions? W ho had the vision to evangelize the lost and
congregationalize them? Nazarenes should ask the
same questions relative to the 5,122 Churches o f the
Nazarene in the United States and Canada.
Have you ever tried to put a jigsaw puzzle together?
They are much easier to complete when you can see
the larger picture. The borders take form and soon the
blue sky takes shape. Then the earth and the trees, and
finally the people in the picture begin to fall into place.
And so it is in Christ’s Church. W h en we understand
what God’s plan is, and believers envision what the
Church should be and do by God’s grace, then the
pieces will come together for us.
The Church is not an afterthought in the mind of
God. He planned and provided for it in the giving of
His Son. Jesus prophesied and promised that He would
build His Church and the gates o f hell would not stop
it. Jesus instructed His followers about their mission
and promised the H oly Spirit to empower them for the
assignment. Christ loved the Church and gave himself
for it; the Christian is to love the church— and the
churches, those that we now have and those to be
planted.
Christ’s last words to His disciples reveal the central
task o f His Church. Th e Great Commission (Matthew
28:16-20) is spoken by the One who has authority. He
gives authority to His followers, and empowers them
with the H oly Spirit, to “ Go and make disciples.”
Nazarenes believe this to be Christ’s mandate in
1986. They also believe the H oly Spirit’s empowerment
to be the privilege o f every Christian today. Th e power
to witness, to proclaim the good news o f the gospel, is
the possession o f each Spirit-filled believer. As in New
Testament times (Acts 2:49), the Lord is ready today to
add to the Church those that are being saved. Accord
ing to Acts, the newly converted were gathered into
new congregations where they were baptized and discipled.
This is God’s larger picture. It is easy in the busy
ness o f the church’s activities to forget the larger pic
ture. Jesus said that no one needs to perish; no one
needs to be lost. Th e church’s primary mission, then, is
accomplished when the gospel is preached in the power
o f the H oly Spirit; people are converted, baptized, and
discipled; and new churches are established.
In many o f the communities and nearby areas where
our churches minister, as many as 70% o f the popu
lation are still unclaimed for Christ. Every one of our
established churches stands as a reminder that some

have paid a dear price to raise new altars and plant new
pulpits, in order that centers o f holy evangelism could
be established in the countryside and cities o f the
United States and Canada. From them new churches
must be planted through similar devotion and faith.
When the Church o f the Nazarene was evangelizing
the lost in new and growing communities and new
churches were being established, the denomination
was growing and prospering. Those denominations to 
day that place a high priority on rapid and intentional
church planting are growing. Th e converse is also true.
Those denominations that are not multiplying new
congregations are declining.
The young man in my church planting class who had
not given much thought to who might have “planted”
the established churches expressed his appreciation
for being exposed to courses at Nazarene Bible College
that were equipping him for ministries o f evangelism,
church growth, and church planting.
Since the late 1970s there has been a fresh wind
blowing across the Church o f the Nazarene, resulting
in a new vision for the establishment o f new and grow
ing congregations. Laypeople, ministers, and students
have been and are being exposed to New Testament
principles for evangelizing the lost and gathering them
into new churches. Conferences and seminars have
been conducted in several areas o f the United States
and Canada, and now students in our colleges and
seminary are receiving excellent training to equip
them to “ grow” Christ’s Church.
Nazarene Bible College is continuing to carry out
the vision o f her founders, people whose hearts were
aflame with passion for the lost. Already the denomi
nation has felt the impact o f the hundreds o f men and
women who have had the privilege o f sitting in the
classrooms and learning from firsthand experience

what it means to be called to extend and expand His
Church. Today, every ministerial student who gradu
ates from N azarene B ible C ollege must com plete
several courses that will equip him for effective minis
try in the 1980s and beyond the year 2000. Resource
persons actively involved in these areas are brought to
the campus, so that students and faculty are kept
abreast o f the latest developments, both inside and
outside the denom ination, in church growth and
church planting.
Nazarene Bible College, in cooperation with Church
Extension Ministries, Kansas City, provided a learn
ing experience during the summer o f 1986 in which 151
persons gathered to receive training for the establish
ment o f new, growing Churches o f the Nazarene. The
Church Planting Institute o f the Rockies was con
ducted on the campus o f Nazarene Bible College. P eo
ple from 21 districts and 9 denominations were trained
in biblical principles and practical methods. The re
source persons came directly from the field o f action
with fresh insights and experiences in church planting.
Representatives o f seven ethnic groups studied prin
ciples for reaching the masses o f ethnic people who are
populating the cities o f the United States and Canada.
The next Church Planting Institute o f the Rockies is
scheduled for June 29— July 2, 1987, on the campus o f
Nazarene Bible College.
In the meantime, let us return to the young man’s
statement, that he “ had given little thought to where
or how the churches in which he worshiped were
started.” Today’s Nazarenes have drawn deeply from
the holy reservoir o f evangelism by those who preceded
them. Now it is time that the reservoir be kept full by
persons who are willing to pour their lives back into it,
so that those who follow can draw from it and find life
in Christ, and the joy o f service in His name.
□

ETHNIC MINISTERIAL TRAINING:
EXPANDED VISION FOR NAZARENE BIBLE COLLEGE
by MICHAEL ESTEP
An overview o f the church starts follows: 44 Black,
azarene Bible College is involved in an exciting
41 Hispanic, 17 Haitian, 9 Korean, 7 Cambodian, 4
new dimension: an expanded vision for ethnic
4 Chinese, 2 Arab, 2 Filipino, 2 Vietnamese,
m inisterial training to meet the growing need Armenian,
for
1 Belgian, 1 Finnish, 1 Indo-Pakistani, 1 Japanese, 1
church planters in the various ethnic groups in the
Native American, 1 Samoan.
United States and Canada.
On the four Latin American districts in the U.S., 43
“ Th at the World M ay K n ow ” is a theme with reality
in the United States and Canada as members o f vari new Hispanic church targets have been selected. The
two Native American districts are projecting 11 new
ous ethnic groups continue to migrate to these two
countries. O f the 1,500 projected churches to be estab church starts.
W here w ill we get the personnel to meet these
lished by 1995,182 are targeted as ethnic church starts
church planting needs? Nazarene Bible College will
by the district superintendents in the U.S. and Canada.
provide many o f these new church planters.
One hundred thirty-eight o f these ethnic targets are on
How? Through their extension training centers be
Anglo districts in the U.S. and Canada.
ing established throughout the United States.
New works will be a reality as we continue to search
MICHAEL ESTEP is director o f Church Extension Ministries
at the international headquarters o f the Church o f the Naza for ways to provide training in a wide variety o f for
mats to all who are called to “ L et the World Know.”
rene in Kansas City, Missouri.
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1986 graduating class o f Arm enian B ible College, Pasadena,
Calif.

Rev. Jerry A ppleby praying p rayer o f commitment for grad 
uating student o f Arm enian B ible College. Dr. Yeghia Babikian (2nd fro m r.) is president. The service w as held in the
Pasadena Bresee Avenue Church.

FROMGOSPEL RECIPIENTS
TO GOSPEL CARRIERS
might shift toward the pro-Chris
tian Byzantines; therefore the Per
sian king, H azgerd II (439-457),
rmenian roots are deeply em  tried to force the Armenians to de
bedded in biblical geogra nounce Christianity and adopt Z o
phy and history. God planted the
roastrianism. Severe hostility and
Garden o f Eden within the vicinity
persecution broke out, and finally
o f A rm e n ia . L a t e r H e gu id ed
Hazgerd issued the following decla
Noah’s ark to rest on Mount Ara ration to Armenians:
rat, the highest peak in Armenia.
I f you voluntarily accept our
In the first century, the gospel
law, you shall receive gifts and
reached Armenia by the immediate
honors from the King; otherwise,
disciples o f the apostles Bartholo
we will build shrines in your v il
mew and Thaddeus. During the
lages for the worship o f fire, and
second century, Christianity was
we w ill appoint m agi as your
widespread in Armenia, but it was
country’s lawgivers. Should any
not until 236-330 that Armenians
rebel, he shall be put to death,
officially adopted Christianity as
and his wife and children shall be
exiled.
their state religion, under the lead
ership o f St. Gregory the Illumina
The Armenian political and re
tor.
ligious leaders ca teg o rica lly re 
To p re s e rv e and p e r p e tu a te
jected the fire worship, and they
Christianity in Armenia, the lead answered the king in a long explan
ers o f the nation felt it was abso atory letter that ended thus:
lutely necessary to translate the B i
From this faith nobody can
ble into Armenian, but they did not
shake us; n eith er angels, nor
yet have an alphabet. A fter much
men; neither sword, fire, water,
prayer, fasting, and arduous stud
nor any bitter tortures. We com
ies, St. Mesrob Mahdotz created an
mit all our properties into your
indigenous alphabet and they im 
hands; our bodies also are at your
mediately translated the Bible into
disposal. Do as you wish. I f you
Armenian, 401-404.
choose to leave us in the free ex
Unfortunately, the conversion o f
ercise o f our faith, we shall not
Armenians to Christianity created
exchange you with any other lord
severe repercussions w ith th eir
on earth; neither however, we
neighbors, particularly with Zoroshall own in heaven any other
astrian Persians. They thought the
Lord but Jesus Christ, besides
p o litic a l balance o f the region
whom there is no other God. We
submit our necks to your sword.
King Hazgerd cunningly enticed
YEGHIA BABIKIAN Is president o f
the Armenian Bible College, located in the Armenian princess and the ecPasadena, California.
clesiasts to come to his capital, Cte-

by YEGHIA BABIKIAN

A
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siphon, under the pretext o f consul
ta tio n . W h e n th ey a rriv e d , he
chained all o f them and threw them
into the dungeon. The Armenian
leaders, disappointed and hopeless,
superficially accepted the Persian
religion and returned home with
plenty o f presents. Persian priests
and soldiers accompanied them to
enforce th eir religion . However,
when the caravan entered Armenia,
the Armenian people revolted and
threatened to kill them all. The Ar
menian leaders quietly explained
that they had only pretended to
have become Zoroastrians. Then
the people and their leaders at
tacked the Persians, killed some of
the priests, and routed the army.
Hearing o f this incident, the Per
sian king attacked w ith a great
force o f about 220,000 men, flanked
by armored elephants and strong
cavalry. T h e A rm e n ia n s could
hardly muster 66,000 men and cav
alry. They were led by their Com
mander-in-chief, Vartan Mamikonian.
The confrontation took place at
the battlefield o f Avarayr in 451.
The Commander-in-chief shouted
his famous war cry: “ For the sake of
our Fatherland and religion, at
tack!” and he surged forward, sabre
in hand. His soldiers followed him
and one o f the bloodiest hand-tohand battles o f Armenian history
took place.
A rm enians have paid the full
price to preserve Christianity in
their land down through the centu
ries. The plan o f Muslim Turks to

annihilate the entire Armenian na
tion from the surface o f the earth
was the g re a te s t th r e a t in A r 
menian history. They massacred IV2
million Armenians on the 24th o f
April, 1915, and deported the rest
to the four corners o f the world.
Today, 3V-i million Armenians are
under the Russian regime in Soviet
Armenia. About 1 m illion in the
United States fully enjoy the bless
ings o f this land o f freedom and op
portunity, and another 2 V2 million
are scattered all over the world.
Unfortunately, the loss o f their
homeland, the struggle for survival
in foreign countries, and the secu
larism o f the age have almost com
pletely depleted the spirituality o f
Armenians. The first Christian na
tion in human history has almost
entirely lost its historical faith and
spiritual vigor. Several churches
have already been closed and others
are on the verge o f closure. Many
Armenian communities around the
world do not have ministers.
T h e Arm enian Alm anac (pub
lished by Vassilian, 1985) lists the
Armenian Evangelical churches in
the U nited States w ith their re
spective dates o f foundation, as fo l
lows: 1971, 1979, 1933, 1926, 1897,
1901, 1981, 1916, 1892, 1949, 1908,
1917, 1912, 1896, and 1889! There
are 10 other churches listed with no
foundation dates (most likely be
cause old records have not been
preserved). It must also be noted
that at the time o f the organization
o f most o f these churches, the A r
menian population in the United
States was probably less than 30%
o f what it is now.
It is disappointing to observe the
current direction o f the first Chris
tian nation toward further dilution
o f their Christian heritage, fewer
Spirit-filled ministers, less plant
ing o f churches, and less m is 
sionary endeavor. We must reverse
this trend!
The Armenian people around the
world do need a spiritual revival, a
new H oly Spirit anointed sanctifi
cation experience, more S p iritfilled ministers and gospel carriers.
On September 14, 1982, a small
hand-size cloud appeared on the
horizon. It was the Armenian Bible
College located in Pasadena, Calif.
It has been growing steadily since
its opening. Today the enrollment
is 43 students.

The founders o f the college were
men o f vision. It was their desire to
prepare m inisters, to kindle the
spirit o f revival, to carry the gospel
o f Jesus Christ, and to plant new
churches.
The founders o f the college were
men o f faith. They began the col
lege without having any students,
teachers, classroom s, or books.
They founded the college without
the financial assurance o f any per
son, church, or organization. They
simply obeyed the earnest call o f
Jesus Christ: “ The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are
few; pray ye therefore the Lord o f
the harvest, that he will send forth
labourers into his harvest” (M a t
thew 9:37-38). T h e y sim ply b e
lieved that the Lord would meet the
educational expenses o f those He
was calling to the ministry.
The Lord is faithful. He has met
the fin a n c ia l needs o f th e A r 

menian B ible College month by
month through the love offerings of
His people. He has met the aca
demic needs o f the college through
the accreditation umbrella o f the
Nazarene Bible College. And June
1, 1986, the college completed its
first four-year academic cycle and
produced th ree graduates. T h e
highlight o f the com m encem ent
program was the keynote address o f
Dr. R. T. Bolerjack, assistant to the
president o f Nazarene Bible C ol
lege and coordinator o f Ethnic E x
tension Training Centers for NBC.
We do need this hand-size cloud
to grow. We do need showers o f spir
itual blessings on Armenian com
munities around the world. We do
need the prayers o f our brothers
and sisters in Christ for the trans
formation o f the first gospel recip
ients into G O SPE L C A R R IE R S to
all Arm enian and other commu
nities around the world.
□

SH O W IN G THE
LORD’S DEATH
(1 Corinthians 11:26)

T h is too-pale, p u rp le im age of C h ris t’s blood
Stands in this th im b le -g la ss too steadily.
It w ill not fa ll as C h ris t ’s blood fe ll so free;
It w ill not turn th is "ea rth ” to reek in g mud.
Th e d eath -dew that d ropped dow n on C a lv a ry
M a d e dust a h o rro r— d ren ched the hands o f men
W ith g u ilt — b lo o d g u ilt that p lu n g ed beyond M a n 's ken
In v a d in g realm s that o n ly G od can see.
Th at blood w as freig h ted w ith the death of m e
F o r I too let the life o f C h ris t through sin;
A n d m y least v ice d id its fo u l most to p in
Th e Lord o f Life to that d ea th -d e a lin g tree.

—

—

Yet this sweet em blem speaks o f life — not death
Life through that selfsam e blood that spelled m y doom
W h ile I stood outside h ea ven ’s anteroom.
But n ow — w ith in the E n try -W a y G od's breath
Breathes through th is sign that as C h ris t overcam e
D a rk Death, so I, through C hrist, sh a ll do the same.
—

—

— W I L L I A M D A V ID G E B B Y

Indianapolis, Indiana
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"Thus Far Has the Lord
Helped Us" G
by JOSE C. RODRIGUEZ

President Jose C. Rodriguez o f IT N and class

Dr. M artha Rosales (seated, 1.) in the lib ra ry
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roundwork for the Institute Teologico Nazareno
was laid on January 3, 1982, when classes were
formally offered for the first time on the third floor of
the First Church o f the Nazarene in Los Angeles, Calif.
1982 through 1985 were years o f toil and dedication on
the part o f Professor Marco Garcia and the Los A n 
geles District under the capable leadership o f Dr. Paul
Benefiel. Under the administration o f Prof. Garcia, a
good faculty was selected, the curriculum was formed,
and the student body was stabilized.
In December 1983 machinery was set in motion to
make the “ Escuela Biblica Nazarena” an official ex
tension o f Nazarene Bible College in Colorado Springs.
A ll the initial groundwork was under the able lead
ership o f Marco Garcia. M ay his dream o f seeing the
Escuela become a fully accredited extension o f N B C be
realized.
We started the fall quarter o f 1985 with 49 students.
In the winter quarter we had 47 students and in the
spring quarter 56 students, as follows:
• 16 students in the program o f associate o f
arts in biblical studies
• 12 students in the ministerial course
• 28 students in the lay ministries program
We have 17 students from Los Angeles District; 31
from the Western Latin American District; and 4 from
the Southern California District. Also 4 o f our stu
dents come from other denominations.
During the school year we have had 70 new students,
who are excited and showing more dedication with
each passing quarter. This school year, 1985-86, we
have offered 17 courses with a total o f 816 credit hours.
Th e Institute Teologico Nazareno is privileged to
have a capable faculty. Dr. Orlando Perdomo comes to
us as a highly trained professor with much pastoral
experience and a very warm heart. He is well liked and
appreciated by all.
Prof. Marco Garcia is very capable, and he is in the
process o f finishing his Ph.D. work at Fuller Theologi
cal Seminary.
Mrs. Lidia Perdomo, our music teacher, is an experi
enced pianist and teacher.
Zonnia Panameno is a capable secretary and serves
as director o f admissions and student finances.
Silvia M. Mena is our librarian and assistant to the
president for academic matters. She comes to IT N
with excellent references and experience, having
worked for two years in the library at Nazarene Bible
College. Both Zonnia and Silvia are bilingual secre
taries.
Th e laypersons o f the Los Angeles District have
raised $5,468 for our library. As a result, we have a
beautiful carpeted library, with 21 oak bookcases and a
checkout counter. We have 4,000 volumes and are conJOSE C. RODRIGUEZ is president o f the Instituto Teo
logico Nazareno in Los Angeles, California.

tinuously adding new books. A ll o f our resources at
Instituto Teologico Nazareno are dedicated to one end,
the preparation o f Hispanic ministers and lay workers
for our church.
The student body is a beautiful Hispanic kaleido
scope. We have students from the U.S., Mexico, Gua
temala, El Salvador, Peru, Colombia, Cuba, etc. This
Latin mosaic stirs the emotions and prompts one to do
his best work. “ Th e harvest is plentiful but the workers
are few” (M atthew 9:37, N IV ).
Let me introduce you to two very interesting stu
dents. Th e first is Jose Martin. Brother Jose is an in
teresting person, faith fu l Rom an Catholic, and a
grandfather in his 60s. In his search for the truth, he
was able to get hold o f a Bible, and through the provi
dence o f God he heard o f Instituto Teologico Naza
reno. He is usually the first one to arrive. He comes in
with his Bible in one hand and his tape recorder in the
other. He has recorded everything that I have said in
my classes. Th e course on the doctrine o f holiness was
especially interesting and challenging to him.
He has said, “ Pastor, you cannot imagine the joy
that I feel when I read God’s Word, for I am seeing and
understanding things that before were unknown to
me.” His wife has asked him, “W hat is happening to
you? You are not the same person anymore.” His re
sponse was, “ I am studying G od’s Word, and it is
changing my heart.”
Brother Jose M artin is a leader in the “ Renewal
M ovem ent” in the Roman Catholic church, especially
among Hispanics. He has played the cassettes o f our
classes to his local priest and other leaders in his
church. This summer he will be going to Costa Rica
and plans to evangelize the people with whom he will

be working. I urge you to pray earnestly for Jose M ar
tin.
Let me mention one more student, Martha Rosales,
M.D. She completed her medical training in Mexico.
Following her internship she came to the U nited
States, where she experienced her greatest trial and
sadness. H er husband suddenly passed away, and she
was left lonely and friendless in the Los Angeles area.
Through the providence and love o f God, she came in
contact with one o f our Hispanic churches in Los A n 
geles. Sister Guadalupe Castillo, a dedicated Christian
lady, invited her to attend the Hispanic Belvedere
Church o f the Nazarene. Dr. Rosales accepted the invi
tation, and it was not long before she found the Lord as
her Savior and Sanctifier. T h e presence o f the Lord
took away her sadness and she found new joy and hope
in Christ.
She heard o f Instituto Teologico Nazareno and en
rolled. The first course she took was the doctrine o f
holiness. This was not only a learning experience for
her but also a source o f spiritual strength and comfort.
Dr. Martha Rosales is an A student. She is eager to
learn more about the Word o f God, Christian theology,
and our church. She also has a call from God to the
mission field. She is willing to go where the Lord leads
and has already applied to World Mission. Please pray
for her as she continues her studies here in the insti
tuto and waits on the Lord for direction concerning the
future.
Our most urgent need at this time is for a full-time
professor. We also need money for scholarships, lec
tureships, and evangelism. Last, but not least, we need
a special fund for students’ financial needs. These we
trust God to provide.
□

Because You Gave...
CARSON’S IN HEAVEN
by PARK D. BURKHART
A few moments later I was privileged to lead him in
ast month I received a card from Evangelism
Ministries at our Kansas C ity headquarters, in the sinner’s prayer o f repentance and confession.
forming me that a Mr. Carson Walker resides in FlorI visited him daily, and he continued to testify o f the
ida every winter and would be arriving in Fort Lau Lord’s prsence to me and to others. On Sunday, Jan
derdale. Th e M oving Nazarenes’ notice told me he had uary 6, his sister-in-law visited him. “ I am at peace,” he
told her. Less than 18 hours later he died.
cancer and requested that I call on him.
How close Mr. Walker came to dying without Christ!
On December 26, I went to see him in the hospital.
I f Rev. Jerry Clark o f Clyde, Ohio, had not sent his
A fter some conversation, I asked him if he had ever
Uncle Carson’s name to the Evangelism Ministries o f
accepted Christ as his Savior.
fice, I would have had no way o f knowing he was in my
“ No,” he said, “ I guess I just never had time.”
city. And i f I had not called on him, he would not now
“ Well, I guess you have time now, don’t you, Mr.
be with Jesus.
Walker?”
I wonder how many souls have gone into eternity as
PARK D. BURKHART pastors the Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
unrepentant sinners because no one sent a M oving
First Church o f the Nazarene.
Nazarene notice to the headquarters office— or be
cause the pastor didn’t follow up with a call when the
referral came.
Because o f a M oving Nazarene service supported by
our General Budget dollars, and because God helped
me to be obedient in response, another soul is in
heaven.
□
PROVIDED BY STEWARDSHIP SERVICES
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The Plan to Di
4. “ I f this campaign against one
segment o f publishing is successful
. . . extremist pressure groups will
n the stationery o f the Gray
step up their efforts to impose their
Company, a W ashingtonmoral and social agenda on
based public relations enterprise,narrow
is
the majority”;
a six-page proposal to John M.
5. “ One need not admire, agree
Harrington, executive vice presi
with, purchase or read certain pub
dent o f the Council for Periodical
lications to support their consti
D is trib u to rs A s s o c ia tio n . K e y
tutional right to be published, dis
words in this whole proposal are:
“A way must be found o f discred tributed, and sold . . . and the right
iting the organizations and individ o f other people to purchase and
read them.”
uals who have begun to seriously

by B. EDGAR JOHNSON

O

disrupt the legitimate business ac
tivities o f publishers . . . This effort
must be spearheaded by the broad
new coalition o f industry and non
industry forces created to deal with
the more immediate and pressing
problem of the Commission on Por
nography.”
The distributors are further ad
vised by Gray’s senior vice presi
dent, Mr. Stephen Johnson, that
the “ cost o f this effort could range
from $600,000 to $900,000 during
the first year.”
“ Themes” recommended for use
are:
1. “ There is no factual or sci
entific basis for the exaggerated
and unfounded allegations that
sexually-oriented content in con
temporary media is in any way a
cause o f violent and criminal be
haviour”;
2. “ It makes no sense to expend
the energy o f community groups,
law enforcem ent agencies or the
courts in pursuit o f such allega
tions. In fact, it is socially harmful
to direct our energies in such chan
nels, because it diverts our atten
tion from real economical and so
cial problems” ;
3. “ The campaign to infringe on
all our rights . . . is being orches
trated by a group o f religious ex
tremists . . . ”
B.
EDGAR JOHNSON is general se c
retary o f the Church o f the Nazarene at
International Headquarters in Kansas
City Missouri.
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How can, or should, a Christian
citizen respond to this plan to dis
credit those who oppose obscenity
and pornography, the Justice De
partm ent Pornography Commis
sions, and their report and recom
mendations?
A concerned Christian can write
and call the president o f the United
States and the attorney general and
encourage them to support the rec
ommendations o f the Commission
on Pornography that call for relief

Even So, Come, Lord Jesus
A a ro n 's rod has begun to bud and blossom
A n d from the dust o f the atom ic blast
Th e green f ig tree lifts up h er f r u it and fra g ra n ce
A n d tem poral th in gs seem fo re v e r past.
Th e eastern clou d s rid e in lik e s ilv e r galleons,
T h e ir broad p ro w s are fre sh -s c ru b b e d and sa p p h ire-d ip p ed ;
T h e ir flag s are fat w ith zephyrs, p u rg ed and perfum ed,
O u t of the m outh o f T h e A poca lypse.
T h e lio n s and lam bs have la in dow n together
A n d the h a bita tio n s w h ere dragons lay
N ow bloom w ith trum pet-reed s and bu g le-g ra sses
A n d things that h u rt and h a rm are passed away.
Th e can non 's throat is p a ra ly ze d and speechless,
A rc h a n g e ls ' hands have closed w a rs ' ragged books.
W arm ongers s in g w h ere they once s p ille d red vengeance
A n d th e ir sw ords have now becom e p ru n in g hooks.
A rm a gedd on has bled its festered carnage
L u c ife r’s a rm ies stum ble through the m ist
Th e Lo rd G od om nipoten t re ig n s — and behold:
R ed em ption's ch a lice glow s lik e am ethyst!
—

Th e stabled escorts are aroused and saddled,
Th e R o y a l C h ris t m ounts u p and starts to ride:
Th e graves b u rst wide, the dead shout, ''H a lle lu ja h ,"
Th ey rise to meet H im — C h ris t has cla im ed H is Bride!
— C H A R L E S H A S T IN G S S M IT H

Bethany, Oklahoma

scredit
from the utter paralysis o f govern
ment in response to the pornogra
phy plague.
The record shows that in the last
three years o f the past adm inis
tration (one lenient toward por
nography), 66 indictm ents were
brought in federal courts. In the
first six years o f the present admin
istration, there have been 34! There
was n o t a s in g le in d ic t m e n t
brought against the producers o f
“adult” pornography in 1983. Only
7 of the 93 U.S. attorneys have de
voted any effort to the prosecution
of obscenity, which is not protected
under the constitution just as libel
and slander are not protected.
A concerned Christian can be
come a part of a local citizens group
who, like the interfaith religious
leaders who met in New York July
25, are “ in unanimous agreement
that hard core and child pornog
raphy, which is not protected by the
constitution, is an evil which must
be eliminated.”
□

CALL AND W RITE ■ ■ ■
President Ronald Reagan
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, DC 20500
202-456-1414

Attorney General Edwin Meese
Justice Department
Constitution Ave. & 10th St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20530
202-633-2001

If Attorney General Meese's phone is busy when you call, try con
tacting these high-ranking Justice Department staff members:
Lowell Jensen, Deputy Attorney
General
202-633-2101

Kenneth Cribb, Counselor to the
Attorney General
202-633-3892

Stephen Trott, Assistant
Attorney General
202-633-2601

William Tyson, Director of the
Executive Office for U.S.
Attorneys
202-633-2121

Brad Reynolds, Assistant
Attorney General for Civil Rights
202-633-2151

You can also write these officials at the same Justice Department
address for Attorney General Meese.

Book Brief

grandparent. George has just retired from his 30 years
with the publishing house. His autobiographical book
tells o f some o f his experiences.
MY WALK ACROSS
There are chapters on the experiences o f a publish
ing house representative, including some humorous in
THE CHURCH
cidents, and some things that have happened during
30 Years on the
district assemblies. There are also chapters on God’s
Assembly Line
guidance, both in times o f difficult decisions and in
times o f personal distress. Dr. Rice is a very personcentered individual, deeply committed to winning oth
ers to Christ. This shines through as a major emphasis
o f the book. You will weep with rejoicing at different
people he has been able to reach for the Lord.
The book will also be an inspiration to anyone who
GEORGE W. RICE,
is forced to make a mid-life career change. W hen you
author
can accept this as God’s will, you can move forward
with confidence and enthusiasm.
eorge Rice is known across the church as the
You will enjoy this well-written, personal look into
Nazarene Publishing House “ bookman,” but the life and experiences o f one o f the men who travel
many may be surprised to learn that he wears so many
thousands o f miles every year to bring the best and
other hats that they have almost worn the hair o ff his latest Christian literature and music to our district as
head. He has been pastor, interim pastor, hospital
semblies, camp meetings, and preachers’ meetings. □
chaplain, rockhound, author, developer o f manu
— Alpin P Bowes
factured chapels, scholarship fund administrator, rep Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City
resentative for wills and gifts, soul winner, and fond
112 pages. Paper To order, see page 23.
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BOLDNESS CHANGES HISTORY
The glory o f Christopher Columbus, said Victor Hugo,
“ lies not in having arrived, but in having weighed an
chor.”
The outstanding virtue o f Columbus was boldness. He
ventured into uncharted seas while the less courageous
sailed close to shore. He spurned the warnings o f those
intimidated by rumors o f fatal tides and ocean mon
sters, declaring, “Mare totum nauigabile”— all seas are
navigable.
His boldness in pursuing dreams was costly. Old before
his time, at 53 he was afflicted with gout, arthritis, and
recurring fevers. Biographer Gianni Granzotto says,
“These ailments were the legacy o f his adventures: the
Indies, the long ocean voyages, the swamps on land
and the storms at sea. N ot to mention the storms in his
mind and heart.”
But cost was more than offset by reward. Columbus
discovered America (though he died still believing he
had reached Asia) and changed geography and history
forever. In the wake o f his caravels a stream o f im m i
grants would flow, creating new civilizations. Th e im 

pact on Christianity alone is staggering. Granzotto re
minds us that over half o f the world’s Christians live in
the Americas, “ and Columbus’ arrival in the New
World was the single most decisive factor in bringing
this about.”
Unhappily, there is a shadowed side to the intrepid dis
coverer’s feats. He “ set in motion the corrupting pro
cess o f slavery” that tarnished the New World and still
affects its life aversely.
As Columbus Day approaches, without venerating un
duly one who was a better sailor than he was a Chris
tian, we can remind ourselves anew that boldness
changes history. In the church as in the world, the fu
ture is shaped by those with courage enough to chal
lenge what their ancestors laid down as axiomatic, and
to dare where others are content merely to dream.
To the pioneers o f human thought and action we owe a
measureless debt. Th at debt is not discharged by pour
ing cement into their tracks, but by making tracks of
our own.
□

AN EXCELLENT LAYMAN
Last year Joseph C. Ward, a faithful layman o f Prince
ton, Ind., was summoned to heaven at age 72. His death
left the church poorer in everything but memories.
Mr. Ward was a member o f the Princeton church for 51
years, and for 36 o f those years he had a record o f per
fect attendance in Sunday School.
For 20 years “Brother Joe” was Sunday School superin
tendent and Board o f Christian Life chairman. He also
served 30 years as treasurer o f the church and 20 years
as a trustee. In earlier years he was youth president
and church secretary.
Above all, he had compassion for the lost and spent 30
years in visitation evangelism. The full extent o f his
influence for Christ will be revealed only at the Judg
ment.
Joe Ward was a veteran o f World War II. In civilian life
he was a rural mail carrier, retiring in 1975 after 17
years with the postal service.
His wife, Vivian, testifies o f him that he kept a promise
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to serve God to the best o f his ability to the very end of
his earthly sojourn. Th at is high praise from the one
who knew him best. He is missed greatly, but his mem
ory inspires others to carry on, with similar devotion,
the work he so loyally advanced.
Laymen’s Sunday, October 5, is a fitting time for us to
honor the memories o f our deceased veterans by re
newing our allegiance to the Christ and the church for
whom they lived, toiled, and sacrificed.
As present lay leaders participate in special ways in the
services on Laymen’s Sunday, let us also remember
with deep appreciation those, now with the Lord,
whose devoted lives made possible the history so far
written. Without them, and without those who now
carry on our mission, the Church o f the Nazarene
would not exist. We do not have a church or a college
anywhere in the world that was not made possible by
the prayers, labors, and gifts o f godly laypersons.
Thank God for excellent laypersons! M ay God grant to
them excellent pastors.
□

To the pioneers of humGn th o u g h t and a ctio n w e
owe a measureless debt. That d e b t is not discharged
by pouring c e m e n t into their tracks, but by making
tracks of our own.

UNTARNISHED
Doris and I were driving across Kansas, en route to the
burial o f a precious friend. In Kansas many o f the
miles through which you pass are exactly like the miles
through which you have passed. The sameness o f the
immense stretch o f wheat fields was relieved for a m o
ment by a neatly lettered sign that read, “ Th e Golden
Rule has never tarnished.”
The Golden Rule, should any reader not know, is the
name given to a principle o f conduct enunciated by our
Lord in His “ Sermon on the Mount.” The words o f
Jesus, translated into English, read like this: “ W h a t
ever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them;
for this is the law and the prophets” (M atthew 7:12,
RSV).
“The law and the prophets” was a summary phrase for
the entire Old Testament. T h e kind o f behavior de
manded by the Old Testament distills into this prin
ciple— treat others as you want to be treated. By this
summary statement Jesus extends the principle into
the New Testament and throughout all subsequent
history.

The rule is easy to state, hard to keep. The heart o f
humanity is by nature depraved and selfish. Behavior
is generally geared to taking advantage o f others, ex
ploiting them to secure one’s own desires.
What we cannot do naturally, however, is supernaturally achieved. God’s power in man’s life makes possi
ble such integrity o f character and behavior. Christ was
the perfect Exemplar o f His golden rule, and He en
ables those who walk with Him to express it in their
lives.
Th e rule is untarnished, as vital to right and happy
living today as ever before. Most o f our miseries have
resulted from the rejection o f this rule.
As I drove, I thought about the friend at whose grave
side I would speak. Mack Anderson kept the Golden
Rule untarnished in his relationships with others. He
was as kind and unselfish as any friend I’ve known. He
treated others as he wished to be treated— whether
they responded in kind or not, I pray that God will help
me to live likewise.
□

CANNIBALISM
“If you bite and devour one another,” Paul warned the
Galatians, “take heed that you are not consumed by
one another” (5:15, R S V ). Church members can be
cannibals!
When I was a teenager, my dad decided to start a
chicken farm— the worst mistake he ever made. Each
morning at five o’clock I rolled out o f bed to feed, wa
ter, and otherwise tend to thousands o f chickens—
before I could have my own breakfast. Th at still seems
to me like a horrible inversion o f values.
I learned that when a chicken is wounded and bleeds,
the other chickens do not rally around clucking sym
pathy. Instead, they peck at the injury until the victim
is killed. We had to burn sickly looking yellow light
bulbs in the chicken houses. This disguised the color o f
blood and prevented the birds frcm destroying one an
other.
Telling this at a laymen’s retreat in Louisiana, I sud
denly realized that yellow light bulbs were burning
overhead in the tabernacle. We all chuckled about that,

but the bitterness and bickering that exists in some of
our churches is no laughing matter.
Bitter spirits and cutting words can destroy the spiri
tual life o f a church. As Budd Schulberg has said, “ You
can’t eat your friends and have them too.”
Paul prefa ces his w arn in g w ith the in ju n ction ,
“Through love be servants o f one another.” He follows
the warning with the admonition, “ Walk by the Spirit
and do not gratify the desires o f the flesh.” We will
serve each other in love or devour each other in anger.
Serving love results from walking by the Spirit. He is
our source o f power for loving and serving one another.
James declares that “ no human being can tame the
tongue” (3:8, RSV ). Tongues sharp enough to open
cans have wrought great mischief in churches. God can
tame the tongue, and He does so by cleansing the heart
from sin and filling it with love. The answer to con
tentions in the church is not an uneasy truce but a
radical cleansing, enabling us to be Christians and not
cannibals.
□
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( Cont i nued from page 4)

Since we are a people under grace, I
hope to see articles w ith that in
mind.
We should be talking about how
the movie industry is undercutting
morality, weakening consciences,
gnawing away at our society’s val
ues (much more our holiness val
ues); by subtly influencing us to ac
cept things we otherwise wouldn’t
through dramatizing, glamorizing, or
making us laugh at the evil it sup
ports. We could also talk about the
dilemma pastors and new members
are put in as they must “obey the
rules” while established members
feel free to attend movies without
penalty. Finally, attending movies fi
nances an industry that in general
promotes wrong.
I don’t think the w riters of the
Manual intended their words to be
used as a law book unto itself, but
as a book to help us Nazarenes
grow in grace personally, in rela
tionship to others, and as witnesses
to grace in the society around us.

Isn’t that why they wrote in the first
place: Avoid evil and supporting
things that promote evil?

touch, lift, and love this “ broken
hearted" world.

Barbara H. Taylor
Quincy, Massachusetts

C.
A. Williams
Kansas City, Missouri
KEEPING LABORERS

LONELY ROAD
Thank you for sharing the article,
“Doctor, How Do You Heal a Broken
H eart?” by Dr. Paul D. R othw ell
(June 15 issue). I’d like to express
appreciation to the lady who really
knew a question to ask— one that
troubles many, many people.
Since my husband’s death tw o
years ago, I’ve struggled through
various stages of grief and adjust
me nt s, r el yi ng on l ov ed ones,
friends, my church, the Word, good
hymns, and prayer. Most of all, I’m
learning to more fully trust our Sav
ior who walked the lonely road be
fore us.
May the couples of today take
time to read such articles as Dr. Paul
Rothwell’s and face the reality that
some day one of them will be single
again.
Let’s strive harder, in His name, to

In re sp o n se to Dr. E ugene L.
Stowe’s editorial “Keeping Laborers
in the Harvest," July 5 issue:
Indeed, the church has unneces
sarily lost many good preachers and
pastors. One reason is that many
Christians, including some district
superintendents, have chosen to
simply hide in the closet while allow
ing some squint-eyed board mem
ber and his “yo yos” with no vision to
literally run off the pastor.
It’s sad to see churches, once
spiritually alive, become stalemated
and isolated, while at the same time
engaged in the practice of calling
pastors and after a tim e casting
them aside like an old shoe.
It’s high time for Christians every
where to pray for and back their
pastor and to become soul winners
for Christ.
Charles C. Davidson
Brandon, Florida

GRANNY WENT TO GLORY
by DON BALLARD
od must have been in the planning o f the pastor
and with her sweet personality, she was loved by every
and Church School Board when they decided
one. Her desire now was to attend all services and this
was arranged. Shortly after “ Grandmother’s Day,” dur
on a “ Grandmother’s Day” at the McComb, Miss.,
First Church o f the Nazarene. Each Sunday School
ing a Sunday night evangelistic service, when the invi
member was to invite and attempt to bring a grand
tation was given, Granny became a seeker at the altar.
She expressed a desire to be saved. Many no doubt
mother on this special day set aside in her honor.
For some, this would not be difficult, but grandmoth
supposed that a woman her age had been converted
ers o f many o f the older folks were no longer living. In
years before, but not so. Th at night, Granny Walker
this case they were to find someone who would be a
made a reservation in heaven. W hen she confessed her
“ grandmother for a day” in the Sunday School. The
sins and believed on Christ, the recording angel wrote
her name in the Book o f Life.
pastor fell into this bracket, for his grandparents were
deceased. However, as the leader, he must find one to
A t age 96 she went to be with the Lord. Death came
“ stand” for him on this special day.
early one morning, about 2 A.M. I remember the call,
A fter knocking on several doors in a housing project
“ Come quickly, pastor, Granny is dying.” Upon my ar
near the church, a door opened and there she stood— a
rival, her little hands pointed toward heaven. She said,
perfect example, a little lady o f 91 years, who weighed
“ Brother Ballard, look into the streets, they are so
about 91 pounds. And so lonely! Her husband had been
bright and Jesus has come for me.” Granny had looked
killed by lightning 50 years before. Would she be my
into heaven that night. T h e Lord then took her by the
grandmother for one day in our Sunday School, I asked
hand and escorted her through the valley o f death.
her. A white Bible would be her reward if she would.
Eternal life began for Granny as I held her hand. No
She readily consented if transportation was provided.
longer would she be alone.
The day Granny Walker attended our church will
From “ G randm other’s D ay” in Sunday School,
long be remembered by the congregation. A t her age
Granny Walker went to glory. Surely, the H oly Spirit
was in our planning for a Special Day in grandmother’s
honor.
□
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"byAll MIAMI...
Save Some"
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DON BALLARD is a Nazarene eider who resides in Mem
phis, Tennessee.

PHPIECPO ,
AND P IA C i& U L
Dr. Evelyn Ramsey,
a medical doctor at the
N a z a r e n e H o s p it a l in
K u d jip , W estern H ig h 
lands P ro v in c e , P apu a
N e w G u in e a , a ls o r e 
cently made her mark in
publishing. T h e church released her
from some medical work so she could
complete an 880-page biblical concor
dance in Tok Pisin (P id g in ). It w ill
help all the people to study the Bible.
T h is new k o ndodans restricts itself
to words from the New Testament, the
Psalms, and a few o f the historical
books o f the Old Testament. Even so, it
contains over 50,000 entries. Dr. R am 
sey worked with the Bible Society o f
Papua New Guinea to include the m i
nor revisions o f the New Testam ent
and Psalms, which they had previously
translated.
Also, the Institute o f Languages at
Ukarumpa (Summer Institute o f L in 
guistics— S IL ) put all o f the words o f
the New Testam ent and the Psalms on
th eir computer. T h is organ ized the
words and eased the work o f produc
tion. It required a typist 12 straight
months o f keyboarding on the Compugraphic typesetter.
C h ristia n B ooks M ela n esia pub
lished the volume. T h ey expect to dis
tribute some 250,000 pieces o f Chris
tian literature in P N G this year.
Fr. Frank Mihalic, the foremost au
thority on Pidgin spelling and gram 
mar, says this work “ w ill assure Dr.
Ramsey a special niche in Tok Pisin
literature for a century to come.”
□

BOARD OF PENSIONS
IMPROVES NAZARENE
SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT
PROGRAM
The Board o f Pensions and Benefits
U S A has a u t h o r iz e d s i g n i f i c a n t
changes in the Nazarene Supplemental
R etirem en t Program . T h is program
consisting o f three plans— the TaxSheltered Annuity (T S A ), the In divid
ual Retirem ent Account (IR A ), and the
Keogh Plan (H R -1 0 )— is available to

all church and church agency em ploy
ees, including ministers, lay employees,
and evangelists.
In the past meetings with church
boards and church agency employers,
concern had been expressed that the
T S A (403b) Plan did not assure the
employer that contributions made by
the employer on behalf o f the employee
would be maintained in the account for
the purchase o f a retirement benefit.
Yet many T S A participants viewed the
ability to withdraw funds, if needed be
fore retirement, as a distinct advan
tage, although income tax penalties
may be assessed.
N ow the N azaren e Su pplem ental
Retirem ent Program (T S A Plan) has
been improved to provide for both con
cerns. T h e employee as well as the em 
ployer w ill have a choice o f two op
tional contribution accounts: “ Option
A — Employee Contribution Account”
and/or “ O ption B — E m ployer C o n 
tribution Account.”
Contributions to the “ Option A —
Employee Contribution Account” con
tinue to have the same w ithdraw al

privileges as have been provided by the
contract to this date. A ll past con 
tributions will be considered as con
t r i b u t i o n s to t h e “ O p t io n A —
Employee Contribution Account.”
Contributions to the “ Option B —
Employer Contribution Account” will
have a restricted status and will not be
available for withdrawal from the ac
count prior to age 62 except in the
event o f death or disability. These
funds will be used to purchase a guar
anteed fixed retirement benefit on be
half o f the employee.
Since “ Option B ” funds are not sub
ject to premature withdrawal, they re
ceive a higher interest return than
“ Option A ” funds. This is and generally
will be an additional 0.5%. For exam
ple, if the interest rate for the “ Option
A — Employee Contribution Account”
is 10%, then the “ Option B — Employer
Contribution Account” would receive a
10.5% annual effective interest rate.
Both types o f accounts have the same
five-year cell method o f interest rate
guarantees.
A ll T S A p articip an ts w ill be re 
ceiving by mail detailed information
regarding the two optional accounts as
well as a “ Change in T S A C o n tri
butions Form.”
A n y q u e s tio n s a b ou t th ese im 
provements or the Nazarene Supple
mental Retirem ent Program may be
directed to Dr. Dean Wessels, adminis
trator, Board o f Pensions and Benefits
USA, 6401 T h e Paseo, Kansas City,
MO 64131
□

P rayer Partners
M ore than 10,000 persons have
signed up with the Board o f General
Superintendents as prayer partners.
We urgently need your prayer sup
port. We want to see an outpouring
o f the H oly Spirit.
In September the Board o f G en
eral Su perintendents m eet fo r a
w eek -lon g p la n n in g con feren ce.
There are weighty decisions to be
made that affect our effort to fulfill
the Great Commission. Please put
each general superintendent on a
high priority for prayer during Sep
tember.
Pray also for our Headquarters
and Publishing House workers. We
have 579 dedicated people laboring
in Kansas C ity on b eh a lf o f the
world membership. We have asked

each department head to bring ev
ery plan, goal, and program under
the authority o f the Great Commis
sion and to eliminate those things
that do not directly contribute to
fulfillm ent o f the Great Com m is
sion. W hen programs are cut, some
personnel must also be terminated.
This is not easy, and personnel who
are affected also need the prayers o f
our people.
We are praising God for an ex
c itin g d is tric t assem bly season.
There is a positive, optimistic note
th rou gh ou t th e church. W e a c
knowledge no one needs your pray
ers more than the men whom you
have elected to head the church.
W ill you pray for us during Sep
tember and October?
□
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FIRST PIONEER AREA
FULFILLS GOAL OF REACHING
UNDERREACHED POPULACE
T h e N orth ern M ich ig a n P io n e e r
Area was the precursor o f the pioneer
area concept developed and recently
introduced into the denomination by
Dr. B ill Sullivan, director o f Church
Growth Division. Since then 11 other
pioneer areas have emerged.
“ The pioneer area follows the con
cept o f divide-and-grow that we have
follow ed with our Sunday Schools,”
said Michigan District Superintendent
C. Neil Strait. “ It requires a leap o f
faith when we take that route.”
Th at leap o f faith has produced six
new church p lan tin gs in N orth ern
Michigan, two o f which are organized
churches. Kalkaska, the most recent,
became a fully organized church on

M ay 11. T h e average attendance in the
six new works is around 25 people.
Also encouraging is the notable im 
provement in finances among the ex
isting churches that became part o f the
new Northern M ichigan Pioneer Area.
Pioneer Area Leader M ilton Hoose
said “ Up here, p e o p le are a c o m 
paratively scarce commodity. It is a sta
ble area, but nominal Christianity is an
established norm among longtime resi
dents. Lim ited industry and career op
portunities mean fewer young fa m i
lies.”
The absence o f any major city in the
sparsely populated, econom ically de
pressed area th a t com prises upper
Michigan makes growth less spontane
ous. Traverse City, with a population o f
less than 20,000, is the largest town.
Clearly, the Northern M ichigan P io 

"We are experiencing a rebirth o f social concern and compassion
as an authentic expression o f holiness."

— William M. Greathouse
General Superintendent, Church of the Nazarene
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neer Area is as widely separated in op
portunity as in miles when compared
with the pioneer areas o f Central Flor
ida District.
“ Our dedicated, hardworking pas
toral families have been recruited from
the seminary or the Bible colleges,”
says Rev. Hoose. “And one o f our pas
tors is a N ative Am erican from the
Nazarene Indian Bible College.” This
beautiful, forested land with its ex 
treme winters has its appeal, particu
larly if one is a hunting or fishing en
thusiast.
T w o o f the church planting pastors
are bivocational. Those supported from
pioneer area funds have the blessing o f
working wives. Rev. H oose requires
that the pastors who receive support
give full-time to the ministry.
Except for one that meets in a home,
the newly planted churches meet in
rented churches or other buildings.
According to Rev. Hoose the key to
getting things started in the area was
the church growth and personal evan
gelism seminars sponsored by Dr. Bill
Sullivan and Church Growth Division.
A t the Michigan District Assembly,
July 9, 1986, a 452-22 vote gave the
Northern M ichigan Pioneer Area dis
trict status, making it the first pioneer
area in the U.S.A. to become a district.
M ilton Hoose is the district superin
tendent.
M ichigan D istrict Superintendent
C. Neil Strait said, “ I think one o f the
strengths o f the pioneer area is that it
takes the district closer to the people
who are involved. Our district camp
ground is 400 m iles fro m som e o f
our churches, and some o f the laypeople from the N orthern M ichigan
area have never been to district assem
b ly or cam pm eeting.” T h e pioneeer
area gave them “ opportunity to get to
gether on their own tu rf and be a part
o f the process.”
□

WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH
PIONEER AREAS?
ARE THEY REALLY WORKING?
M arch 1985, when the new Space
Coast Area was instituted, it grew in
one month to an average o f 11 people.
Now, a year later, the 17 new church
plants average 633 worshipers each
week. A year ago their offerings totaled
$265 a month. A year later they average
more than $20,000 a month.
Tom Pound, pioneer area leader, ac
claims not only the dedication but also
the record o f these men and what God
is doing through them on the Space
Coast Pioneer Area.
“ These church planters, every last
one o f them, have paid their budgets in
full, and some have unbelievably over
paid,” he says.
“ The first 12 months we raised more
than $100,000, but it’s pretty obvious

EVANGELIZE:

‘That the World
May Know”

T h e M id -Q u a d re n n ia l C o n fe re n c e on
Evangelism w ill be a tim e for N a zaren es
to e x p e rie n c e e va n g elis tic renew al

P ictu red (1. to r.) Rev. Tom Pound,
Space Coast Pioneer A re a leader; Dr.
J. V. Morsch, Central Florida district
superintendent; and Rev. Nathan Price,
Haitian Pioneer A re a leader, discuss
exciting grow th in the two pioneer a r 
eas.

the next 12 months w ill see $200,000,
probably $300,000 with G od’s help.
“A lot o f fellows jump away from this
kind o f responsibility like the plague,
but these pastors are w illing to assume
the kind o f responsibility connected
with the call God has placed on their
lives.
“ W e ’ve got one young man, K en
Smith, who was operating a crane in a
large c ity n o rth o f us because he
couldn’t get a church. H e was saved six
or seven years ago, and he tried from
one end o f the country to the other to
get a church. W h en he ca lled and
talked to me, I told him to come down
and get started. H e did, and in three
months he was averaging over 70 peo
ple in his services. Just this last month
a lady gave him four acres o f land
worth around $100,000 on which to
build a church— really nice property.
She wasn’t a Christian at the time, but
I just got a call that that lady was saved
yesterday in the Sunday service.
“ One o f our churches baptized 15
last Sunday. Ten people were saved last
week, and they took 8 into membership

PREACHING
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by profession o f faith. As a matter o f
fact, this pastor doesn’t have one trans
fer member from any o f the Nazarene
churches, and he averages 121 people.
“ T h e system we work under is that
they sign a contract and report weekly
on how many calls they make, how
many Bible studies or worship services
they hold, how many gospel presenta
tions they make, how many were bap
tized, those kinds o f things. Th ey are
also contracted to show two new tith 
ing u n its at th e end o f each fou r
months. Each time they do we decrease
their salary one-sixth and let the local
mission church pick up that support.
Six times the scale is reduced until at

COMMITMENT
the end o f tw o years they are selfsupporting.
“ M ost o f our church plants are meet
ing in borrowed or rented facilities—
college campuses, public school build
ings, and such p la ces. W e ’ re n ot
helping them with buildings or prop
erty, but we’re not greatly concerned
with that. W e’re concerned with get
ting people saved, baptized, and out
testifying about what God has done
and is doing in their lives. I f the pas
tors are working with bankers, they can
meet in the bank; or with teachers,
they can meet in the schools. . . . God
has put some families back together
and some lives back together, and peo-

On M em orial Day weekend 210 single adults met at the N ew L ife Ranch, located in northeast Oklahoma, for the annual
M idwest SoloCon. B ill and T e rri Cobb w ere the special workers. Director Nadine Sadler reports that registrations are
already coming in for next year, when Reuben Welch w ill be the special speaker.
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pie around this area are noticing that.
T h a t’s our greatest drawing card.
“ Our first church planter has bought
a building— a lovely building. T h a t’s
another unbelievable miracle that God
has worked out. Another is in the pro
cess o f buying land.
“ We have a young man here whose
offerings are up over $3,000 a month,
and he just started last July after he
was graduated from N T S . H e came
down here to spy out the land, and I
told him to go out and find an area just
so it was at least four miles from any
other pastor’s territory.
“ We haven’t had any problem getting
pastors to come down here to start new
churches. Actually I can get a lot more
pastors than there is money to handle
them. We’ve had probably 60 or 70 calls
from all over the U.S. I have one pastor
here from Jamaica.
“ In these last 12 months, out o f our
pioneer area, we actually have had
seven young men called to preach. In
fact, one o f them just got saved in June
and already has gone with his wife to
Nazarene Bible College to prepare for
the ministry. These men are all be
tween 20 and 30 years o f age.
“ In the growing church God always

provides and always calls pastors, mis
sionaries, teachers, and leaders. He
provides finances also. . . . It ’s not nec
essarily from the large churches, it’s
from growing churches that God calls
people and provides.
“A t this point we have a parent/child
relationship with Central Florida D is
trict. W e’re leaning on them pretty
heavily to help meet the budget until
we can become fully self-supporting as
a district. Dr. Morsch and Central Flor
ida have been kind, helpful, supporting,
and very, very gracious. I feel that by
this time next year, we w ill reach the
requirements for district status.
“ W e’ve already in corporated and
elected our A dvisory Board Council
and our district treasurer. W e’re work
ing our program, but at the same time
we are cooperating with the Central
Florida District.
“ Technically some o f these church
planters have actually become selfsupporting already, and with the en
thusiasm in the district— well, God has
been very good to us.
“As a matter o f fact, at our recent
Central Florida Assembly they raised
$144,715 (in addition to their $250,000
budget) for the two pioneer areas. Dr.
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As this release was being prepared,
news came to the Division o f Church
Growth that a third pioneer area, the
Sun Coast Pioneer Area, was instituted
at the assembly o f the Central Florida
District, July 1.
□

MANLEY, SHOEMAKER
ANNOUNCED AS RESOURCE
PERSONNEL AT NYC ’87
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Morsch asked the pioneer area people
to come to the front and they marched
up the aisles singing ‘Am azing Grace’
— all those new converts who had never
been to a d istrict assem bly before.
Th ey filled the choir loft, they filled up
the space around the altar, and then
they filled the aisles. There was shout
ing and praising the Lord. It was elec
tric. Before Dr. Morsch got a chance to
pray, people started pledging money to
keep this boat afloat. One lady stood
up and publicly pledged to give oneh alf o f her m onthly Social Security
check for a year. T h at kind o f sacrifice
is contagious. T w o pastors’ children
pledged their allowances for a year. In a
short time seven cars had been donated
and $144,715 was pledged.
“ We don’t expect everything to move
ahead without any problems, but w e’re
in the people reaching people business.
A t the end o f this month we’ll have 23
churches on our pioneer area. We have
23 men to ta lly dedicated to making
this thing work for God, and the dis
trict solidly behind us.”

Dr. S tep h en M a n le y
has been scheduled as the
evening speaker at Naza
rene Youth Congress July
7-14, 1987 in W ashing
ton, D.C. Sponsored by
N Y I and N Y I Ministries,
Nazarene Youth Congress will bring to
gether at least 4,000 Nazarene teens for
a week o f intensive training, personal
and spiritual growth, and worship.
M an ley is known throughout the
Church o f the Nazarene as a dynamic
speaker and communicator. H e was the
main evening speaker at World Youth
Congress in Oaxtepec, Mexico, in 1983.
Rev. Norm Shoemaker
w ill also be part o f the
resource s ta ff at N YC .
Shoemaker’s responsibil
it ie s w ill in c lu d e the
train in g o f small-group
lead ers, le a d in g w o rk 
shops for adult sponsors and leaders
who are attending and the commis
sioning service on the final evening of
the event. H is book D isc ip le sh ip Is
M ore th a n a T w elve-L etter Word, will
be the main study text for participants
at NYC .
Shoemaker currently pastors Lom 
poc, Calif., T rin ity Church.
□

OUR COLLEGES AND
SEMINARIES ©
WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE
OUR COLLEGE KIDS DOING?
“ So what did you do at college this
year,” asked hundreds o f N azarene
moms and dads from the tip o f Florida
to the Arctic Circle. M ost o f the re
sponses probably sounded like, “ Aw,
you know, the usual stu ff— I learned
how to stay up late and cram for exams,
I dated some losers, and I gained 10
pounds eating sundaes and pizza late at
night.”
This story is written to let you know
that your college kids sometimes fail to
tell you about some o f the more signifi
cant things they do during the college
year— partly because they forget and
partly because (although it sometimes
doesn’t show) most young people are
modest about the charitable things
they do for their fellow human beings.
From June 10 to 24, I was privileged
to join two faculty advisors and 22 stu
dents from Nazarene colleges in the
United States and Canada on a lifechanging trip to Guatemala to build
and paint dorms at the Children’s R e f
ugee Center. Located on the old cam
pus o f the Bible Institute in the town o f
San M iguel Chicaj, this center was es
tablished to provide care for some o f
the 30,000 orphans who wander the
streets o f Guatemala. T h e ir parents
were the victim s o f civil strife in that
country.
The students I traveled with were
m em bers o f th e N a za ren e S tu dent
L ea d ersh ip C o n fe re n c e (N S L C ), a
group o f elected Nazarene student gov
ernment leaders who meet together an
nually to talk about issues o f concern
to them and their fellow students and
to coordinate campus projects.
W h ile in Guatem ala the students
m ixed concrete, laid blocks, poured

The N S L C students and advisers sing in Spanish at the Kekchi Indian Church in
Coban.

Three generations o f Kekchi Indians
worship at our Kekchi Indian Church
o f the Nazarene in Coban.

floors, p ain ted w alls, shared te s t i
monies, taught children, and even pro
vided an all-Am erican lunch o f hot
dogs, potato chips and soda pop for the
youngsters at the center. W h ile there
they constructed 80 percent o f one
dorm and completely painted two oth
ers.
Each o f these students spent about
$600 o f his own money for plane fare
and other associated costs and donated
two weeks o f their summer vacation to
be involved in the Guatemalan project.

They represented the efforts o f many
students on their college campuses who
are actively involved in giving o f their
tim e and raising m oney to support
compassionate ministries projects in
their local areas as well as around the
world.
Dr. S teve Weber, C om passionate
Ministries coordinator for the denomi
nation, attended the spring conference
o f the N S LC at Eastern Nazarene C ol
lege. He then filed a report on the ways
in which students on the various Naza
rene campuses have been involved in
compassionate ministries. Here is a
portion o f the projects mentioned in
his report to which your young people
gave their time and money during the
1985-86 school year:
C N C — Raised $400 for the Guatemala
Children’s Refugee Center; provided
nursing home and prison ministries;
established a tutoring program for ele
mentary students; and raised money
for a hunger fund.
E N C — Fifteen dorm floors sponsored
one child each in Africa; raised more
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N B C — Sponsored a coffeehouse; col
lected and distributed food for a C olo
rado Springs inner-city mission; minis
tered to 10 area nursing homes and at
area ja ils; and raised $1,200 fo r a
church in Scotland.

N N C — Sponsored a child at the Gua
temala Children’s Refugee Center; par
ticipated in prison ministries; sent a
Work and W itness Team o f 15 students
to Barbados; organized a community
project that provided Christmas gifts
to 300 persons in local nursing homes;
and p ro v id e d m in is trie s to unwed
mothers.
N T S — Sponsored a food drive; raised
Members o f the crew prepare to finish pouring the floor o f one o f the dorms. They
are standing in front o f one that had already been completed.

than $1,000 for victims o f the mudslide
in Colombia in an all-school fast; held
a used clothing drive; participated in
an urban renewal project in Boston;
engaged in various hospital and nurs
ing home ministries; renovated a shel
ter for the homeless in Quincy, Mass.;
and raised $500 for the Guatem ala
Children’s Refugee Center.

O NC — Sent a Work and Witness Team
to Haiti; sponsored a clothing drive, a
food drive, and a walk for world hun
ger; served in inner-city m inistry to
Chicago; and developed a program for
business students to assist in starting a
business to help jobless workers in a
high unemployment area.

P L N C — Sent an urban ministry team

M A N C — Sent a W ork and W itness
Team to Honduras; raised money for
United Way; and provided assistance to
the Rescue Misson o f Kansas City.
M V N C — Raised more than $800 for a
feeding project in Mozambique; raised
money for and sponsored children at
the Guatem ala C h ild re n ’s R efu gee
Center; and participated in various
inner-city ministries.

money for the Guatemala Children’s
Refugee Center and for dorms in South
Africa.

Dr. M ark R. M oore visits with Rev. V italino King Paz, pastor o f the San Juan
Church in A lta Verapaz, the largest
Church o f the Nazarene in Guatemala.

I M P A C T O ’86
All-Spanish Church Growth
Conference
November 6-8, 1986
Alhambra Church of the Nazarene
Los Angeles, Calif.

to Haight Ashbury in San Francisco
and to Arizona to work and counsel at
an Indian reservation; collected food,
clothes, and money for an orphanage in
M exico where they also built a church;
and sponsored drama teams, a co f
feehouse ministry, and a ministry to
the homeless.

S N U — Participated in inner-citv mis
sions; held a clothing drive, a blood
drive, a hunger walk, and a softball
marathon to raise money for hunger re
sponses; and provided assistance to C.
R. S m ith and h is in n e r - c it y o r 
ganization in Orlando, Fla.

T N C — S en t ou t stu d en t team s to
teach Vacation Bible Schools, provided
jail ministries, and inner-city elemen-

SPEAKERS:
Dr. Juan Carlos Miranda, D ire c to r o f H is p a n ic
M inistries, F u lle r E v a n g e lis tic A s s o c ia tio n

Dr. Carl Clendenen, P ro fe s s o r o f C h u rc h
G ro w th a n d M ission, N a z a re n e B ib le C o lle g e

Rev. Michael R. Estep, D ire c to r o f C h u rc h E x 
tension M inistries, C h u rch o f th e N a z a re n e

COST: $35.00
I n s titu t o de
M in is te r io s
P ara
A va n z a r el
C r e c i m ie n t o
T O tal

86
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Make checks payable to Instituto Teologico Nazareno. For more information, contact the Instituto
at First Church of the Nazarene, 3401 W. 3rd,
Los Angeles, CA 90020; 213-385-4257.
Sponsored by Church Extension Ministries; Los
Angeles, Southern California, and Western Latin
America districts; Cosponsored by Instituto Teo
logico Nazareno and Nazarene Bible College.
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The students’ hearty appetites were
s a tisfie d w ith tra d itio n a l meals of
black beans, rice, guacamole, and tor
tillas. Standing (I. to r.): John Evett
(S N U ), Doug Flemming (M V N C ), and
D an M e ad o r (O N C ); seated: Debbie
Flippo (N T S ), R o bert N orth (ONC),
L a u r a G rossi (N N C ), and M ike Da
vidson (N N C ).

tary school m inistries; sponsored a
canned food drive, and a city-wide hun
ger walk; raised money for the Gua
temala Children’s Refugee Center; and
initiated a substance abuse program.
As you can see, Nazarene students
are d oin g much m ore than eating,
studying, and dating. T h e y are in 
volved in hands-on, towel and basin
serving— something that is much on
the minds o f many o f our young people
if the Compassionate M inistries C on
ference held at Nazarene Theological
Seminary last fall is any indicator.
Th at conference attracted more than
500 persons (m ost o f them students
from Nazarene colleges) and prompted
General Superintendent W illia m M.
Greathouse to say that “ we are w it
nessing in the Church o f the Nazarene
a rebirth o f social concern and compas
sion as an au th en tic expression o f
Christian holiness.”

T w o o f the more than 80 children who
currently live in the N azaren e G u a
temala C hildren’s R efugee Center. The
children (mostly Kekchi Indians) are
introduced to C hrist and are taught
Spanish and a trade.

N azaren e colleges have o ffic ia lly
adopted the Guatemala Children’s R e f
ugee Center work as a collective project
for the next few years. During this time
th ey w ill con tin u e to raise money,
sponsor children, and send teams to
Guatemala to build enough dorms to
house between 150-180 o f the orphans.
A t the same time they will continue to
be in vo lved in oth er local projects
aimed at making life more tolerable for
the less fortunate in social and spiri
tual ways. In a day o f increasing secu
larism and self-centeredness, students
in Nazarene colleges are focusing on
th e a ttitu d e o f s e r v a n th o o d th a t
marked the life o f Christ and tradi
tionally has been a trademark o f our
denomination.
So next time your young people re
turn home from college and you ask
them what th ey’ve been learning, if
they say, “ the usual stuff,” try to under
stand that “ the usual stu ff” to Naza
rene collegians most lik ely includes
some very admirable activities.
□

Nazarenes at the N A IA national competition in Kansas City this spring included
(back row, 1. to r.) J e ff Boyett; M orris Stocks (T N C assistant coach); T N C coach
A lan Smith and w ife Carolyn; Pelle Narkestam ; and Dr. M a rk R. Moore, Education
Services secretary; (fro n t row ) Nachele Robert and coach L inda Grim of N NC ;
O lof Lundin (w ho w as undefeated in the regular 1986 season); U lf Dahlstrom;
M agnus Berglund; and Richard Knowlen.

TNC/NNC TENNIS TEAMS AT
NAIA NATIONALS
T h e T revecca m en ’s tennis team
claimed the N ational Intercollegiate
Athletic Association (N A IA ) District
24 M en ’s Tennis Championship this
spring. T h at win advanced the team to
the N a tio n a l N A I A com p etition in
Kansas City, M ay 19-23, where T N C
scored six team points.
T he women’s tennis team o f N orth
west Nazarene College also won their
district competition and participated
in the N A IA national competition.
T N C men’s tennis coach Alan Smith
was named Tennessee College Athletic

Conference Coach o f the Year in bal
loting by fellow coaches. He led the
team to a national ranking o f 18— the
first time the team has broken into the
elite top 20.
□
— NN

COLLEGE DEANS DISCUSS
YOUTH CONCERNS
Deans o f students from the 10 North
Am erican Nazarene colleges met in
Kansas City June 26-28 to discuss ways
in which the colleges can be better
equipped to deal with the variety o f
problems their students face in today’s
world. The administrators met with re-

I M P A C T O 86
Conferencia Hispana de Crecimiento
de la Iglesia
D e l 6 al 8 d e n o v ie m b re d e 1986
Ig ie s ia d e l N a z a re n o A lh a m b ra ,
L os A n g e le s , C a lifo rn ia

ORADORES:

Dr. Juan Carlos Miranda, D ire c to r d e
M in is te rio s H is p a n o s , A s o c ia c io n E v a n g e lis tic a
F u lle r. Dr. Carl Clendenen, p ro fe s o r d e
C re c im ie n to d e la Ig le s ia y M is io n e s , C o le g io
B ib lic o N a z a re n o . Rdo. Michael R. Estep,
D ire c to r d e M in is te rio s d e E x te n s io n d e la
Ig le s ia , Ig le s ia d e l N a za re n o .
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y L a tin o a m e ric a n o O c c id e n ta l. Coauspiciado
p o r el In s titu to T e o lo g ic o N a z a re n o y el C o le g io
B ib lic o N a z a re n o .

— Mark R. Moore, Education
Services secretary
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Deans o f students meet with headquarters personnel in Kansas City to discuss
substance abuse and other problems faced by college students.

source persons from Christian L ife and
Sunday School, Publications Interna
tional, the Christian Action C om m it
tee, Media Services, and Youth M in is
tries. The sessions were sponsored by
Education Services.
T h e deans were particu larly con 
cerned about drug and alcohol abuse
and growing secularization among stu
dents, but they also discussed other
problems (such as pornography, sui
cide, sexual intimacy outside marriage,
homosexuality, developm ent o f s e lf
esteem, etc.) that may face college stu
dents as they move from high school
into the college scene.
“ It’s a scary thing for us as we try to
help kids patch up their lives, but w e’re

having to do that,” said Tom Barnard
o f Eastern Nazarene College.
The deans talked o f how they often
have to deal with young people who
bring a moral or emotional problem to
college that has been developing for
years.
“ I think there is a realization among
us and others that college is often too
late to deal with some problems that
should have been cared for earlier,” said
Kenneth H ills o f Point Lom a N aza
rene College.
The deans talked with resource per
sons from headquarters about m ateri
als that may be available to inform
their students and help them as they
seek to develop sound Christian guide
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lines for developing mature con vic
tions.
All the deans took resource materials
back to their campuses aimed at help
ing them to better assist their students
with problems.
“ I ’m eager to take these resources we
have gained at this meeting back to our
campus and try them,” said Jerry Hull
o f N orth w est N azaren e C ollege. “ I
think we’ll do a better job o f helping
students this year than we did last
year.”
T h e deans tried to establish a strat
egy that will include development of
theological, biblical, and practical rea
sons for total abstinence from alcohol
and will further research and compile
materials that w ill be helpful to college
students.
Dr. M oore discussed the work o f the
deans with the general Planning and
Budget Council June 30. T h e council
commended the deans for their work
and asked them to report their findings
when they have com pleted their re
search.
□
— NN

MANC STUDENT SURVIVES
AVALANCHE
Kurt Petellin, a 21-year-old senior at
M id-Am erica Nazarene College, is one
o f two climbers rescued after an ava
lanche on M ount Baker in Washington
State, Sunday, August 3. T w o other
climbers lost their lives in the incident.
T h eir bodies remain buried under the
ice and snow. A rescue attem pt was
called o ff after a day and a half, due to
warm tem peratures that threatened
more avalanches.
The accident occurred at the 8,000
foot level. K u rt was swept 100 feet
down the face and then about 70 feet
down a crevasse where he was shiv
ering from the first stages o f hypother
mia when found. H e suffered a dis
located shoulder, bruises, sprained
ankles, a twisted knee, and torn mus
cles in his right leg.
T he other survivor, Thomas Waller,
19, was hospitalized in serious condi
tion with a collapsed lung. Mr. Petellin
was treated and released.
Waller and Petellin were dug out by
members o f a Canadian rescue team
who were nearby on a recreational
climb. Th ey were dug free in about two
hours and taken to a hospital about 60
miles away in Bellingham, Wash.
T h e third climber is Steve Raschick,
21. The other person lost was a guide
for a mountaineering service in Bell
ingham.
Mr. Petellin played defensive tackle
for M A N C where he is a resident assis
tant. He said he and his two buddies
from high school had no previous ex
perience clim bing on glaciers. They
spent Friday and Saturday learning

how to climb on ice before leaving a
base camp at about 4,000 feet early
Sunday morning. A ll three were from
Enumclaw, Wash., where they attended
the Church o f the Nazarene.
“ I am just happy to be alive,” said the
M id-Am erica student. “ I believe the
only reason I am here is because God
has plans for me to do something else.”
Kurt is a chemistry major with a m i
nor in missions.
□

NBC ADDS TO STAFF
Dr. Jerry Lambert, president o f N az
arene Bible College, has announced
two new s ta ff additions for the fall
1986: Rev. Earl W h eeler as dean o f
Student L ife, and Dr. W illiam Bray,
college registrar and director o f the In 
tern Program.
Rev. W heeler holds the M.Div. de
gree from Nazarene Theological Sem i
nary and has pastored churches on the
Colorado and Washington Pacific dis
tricts. His most recent ministerial as
signm ent has been on the s ta ff o f
Salem, Oreg., First Church. Previously,
he also served four years as a m is
sionary to Jamaica. H e and his wife,
Faith, have three sons: David, Mark,
and Bryan.
Dr. Bray, a graduate o f M id-Am erica
Nazarene College and N T S , has pas
tored on the Dallas and the Northwest
Oklahoma districts. M ost recently, he
p a s to r e d S t illw a t e r , O k la ., F ir s t
Church. He holds the D.Min. degree
from Phillips in fam ily Christian edu
cation. He and his wife, Judy, have a
daughter, Krista, and a son, Brandon.

□

NAZARENE HEALTH AND
HOSPITALIZATION
PROGRAM GROWS
Five districts have joined the Naza
rene Health and Hospitalization P ro 
gram (N H H P ) since January 1, 1986,
reports Dr. Dean Wessels, director o f
Pensions and Benefits Services USA.
These districts are Akron, Southeast
O k la h om a , N o r th w e s te r n Illin o is ,
Washington (M aryland section), and
Arizona.
Based upon a self-insured concept,
N H H P is a denominational medical re
imbursement plan. It is designed for
U n ited S tates d istricts and church
agencies and is intended to protect pas
tors, church-em ployed laym en, and
their families.
Dr. Wessels states that because o f its
structure, N H H P allows for more pur
chasing power than could otherwise be
accomplished. “ Th is fact,” he says, “ al
lows each p a rtic ip a tin g d is tric t or
agency the opportunity to realize an
approximate 15 to 20 percent savings
on the cost o f medical coverage.”
Currently 41 districts and 2 church
agencies participate in N H H P .
□

FOR' M
THE RECORD
MOVING MINISTERS
PHIL BALDWIN to Royal City (Wash.) First
DONALD BANCEL from Tacoma (Wash.) Lakewood
to Post Falls, Idaho
MICHAEL D. BEARDEN from Pine M ountain
(Meansville, Ga.) to Shelbyville (Tenn.) First
DAVID BECKER from Palouse, Wash., to Oakes (N.
Dak.) First
WILLIAM H. BLAND from Arkansas City, Kans., to
Hastings (Nebr) First

The H aw aii Pacific District elected a
couple, Raymond and Elizabeth Withenshaw, as Laypersons o f the Year at
th e ir re c e n t a ssem b ly . T h e W it h enshaws are charter members o f the
Kona church. They are pictured with
Rev. Jerry Ferguson (1.), their pastor.

At the Central Ohio d istrict assembly,
Dr. W illiam M. Greathouse, general su
perintendent, ordained Josephus Allen
Foster, R ichard C larence Humphrey,
P h ilip Knisley, C liffo rd W ayne L a fferty, Jam es E d w a rd L eitzm an, Jr.,
Paul A rden Pugh, and M alcolm Roy
Schoener; and recognized the creden
tials o f Dennis E. B row n. District Su
perintendent J. W ilm er Lam bert w as
reelected for a three-year term. He re 
ported 650 new N azarenes received
into m em bership. The total district
membership is 11,445, a net gain of
259. The total missionary givin g for
General Budget and A pproved Specials
w as $652,034, m aking the district a
10.3 percent district for W orld E van
gelism. T w en ty-five churches qualified
for the Evangelistic Honor Roll. The
G reat Commission Fellowship A w ard
w as given to 10 churches. Pictured (1.
to r.) are the w inners o f the G reat Com 
mission L ead er’s Aw ard: Category I—
Rev. M artin Gentzler, Pickerin gton;
C ategory II— Rev. L ow e ll P. Ford; Cat
egory III— Rev. Ken Carney, Ironton
First; with Dr. J. W ilm er Lam bert, dis
trict superintendent.

MARK W. BROWN, student, St. Louis, Mo., to
Owego (N.Y.) First
JACK CALHOUN from student, ONC, to Lake
Odessa, Mich.
GARY COBB from Grandview, Wash., to Pleasant
View (Wash.) First
C. S. COWLES from Spokane (Wash.) First to North
west Nazarene College, education
J. SIDNEY COX from Goldendale, Wash., to Lewis
ton (Idaho) First
CLOYCE CUNNINGHAM from Moses Lake, Wash.,
to Naches (Wash.) First
R. M. CUNNINGHAM from Post Falls, Idaho, to Lau
rel (Mont.) First
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The traveling trophy for the highest
gain by profession o f faith w as p re 
sented to Rev. San Cheap, pastor o f the
C olu m bu s C am b o d ian W est C h u rch
with a total o f 83. Pictured (1. to r.) are
Rev. San Cheap and Dr. J. W ilm er L am 
bert.
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MICHAEL T EDWARDS from Lyons, Kans., to New
ton (Kans.) First
PHIL EDWARDS from College Corner, Ohio., to
Princeton (Ind.) First
CLIFFORD FISHER to Liberty (Mo.) First
DARRELL FREEMAN to Pilot Rock (Oreg.) First
J. PHILLIP FULLER from student, NTS, Kansas City,
to Payne (Ohio) First

JOHN HAHN from Royal City (Wash.) to Kamiah
(Idaho) First
RONALD HALVERSON from Creswell, Oreg., to
Goldendale (Wash.) First

Dr. Charles H. Strickland, general su
perintendent, presided at the M ichigan
district assembly as it enthusiastically
voted to organized the pioneer area into
the Northern M ichigan District. Pic
tured (r.) is M ichigan District Superin
tendent C. Neil Strait transferring 30
churches and 4 missions to the newly
elected Northern Michigan district su
perintendent, Milton E. Hoose. There
w ere 503 new Nazarenes added to the
Michigan District in 1985-86. The dis
trict gave 10.6%; $536,115 on General
Budget (90.2%) and $152,407 on World
M is s io n S p e c i a l s , f o r a t o t a l o f
$688,522. Great Commission Fellow
ship A w ard churches were: Category
I— Cherry Grove, Eaton Rapids, Gay
lord, Greenville, Holland, Kalamazoo
South Side, Sault Ste. M arie, Spring
Arbor, Temple, West Branch, and W illiamston. Category I I — Durand, Battle
C reek West M ichigan Avenue, Grand
R apids C lyd e P a rk . C a teg o ry I I I —
L a n s in g South. G r e a t C om m ission
L e a d e r’s A w ard s w e re presented to:
Category I— James E. Young, Cherry
Grove; Category I I — Richard G. For
sythe, Durand; Category I I I — Harold
M. DeMott, Lansing South. General Su
perintendent Charles H. Strickland o r
dained M artin J. Bausman, D oran R.
Bittner, Bradley R. Dyrness, E dw ard C.
Koteskey, G ary D. Reiss, B. Michael
Sapp, and Jack L. Schmitt.

At the Colorado d istrict assembly, District Superintendent Jim Diehl w as re
elected to a four-year term. He reported two new churches organized, Colorado
Springs Korean and Colorado Springs N ew Horizons. Dr. Eugene L. Stowe, gen
eral superintendent, ordained Curtis James Blair, Fred John Grenier, David John
Price, and David B ry an Showalter. Pictured (1. to r.) are Dr. Eugene L. Stowe, the
G reat Commission A w ard Leaders, Robert W irtm iller, G ary A bke, and Wales E.
Langford; and District Superintendent Jim Diehl.

A new church w as organized at K al
kaska, which is now on the Northern
Michigan District. Pictured are M ichi
gan D istrict Superintendent C. N eil
Strait (at m icrophone); Rev. David L.
McCool (I.), church planter; and A lan C.
Campbell (r.), pastor at Traverse City,
church sponsor.
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JOSEPH L. HAWK from student, NTS, Kansas City,
to Lansing (Mich.) First
TERRY IRISH from Spokane (Wash.) Crestline to
Baker (Oreg.) First

Shown at the assembly are the pastors who received the G reat Commission Fellow
ship Aw ards (1. to r.): Jim Diehl, district superintendent; and pastors Robert Annon, Bob Green, David DeBord, Don Nelson, Dan Cole, L a r r y Rap, M arvin Carl
son, Duane Brush, Glenn Smith, and Lester Trusty; and G en eral Superintendent
Stowe.

Pastors receiving the G reat Commission A w ard at the Chicago Central district
assembly, pictured (1. to r.) are M ike Stipp o f Schaum burg, Category I; Woodie
Stevens of Mundelein, Category II; L a rr y Hindmand o f Chicago Oak Lawn, Cate
gory II; Tim Crum p o f B raidw ood, Category I; Don W illiam s o f Danville Cedar
Grove, Category I; B ill Burton o f D an ville Southside, Category III; Rodney Miller
o f Potomac, Category I; Dan Westveer o f Chicago Heights, C ategory III; Debora
W hite o f Sheldon, Category I; and Richard Young o f Chicago First, Category III;
with Dr. Bill Sullivan, Church G row th Division director. Also shown (standing,
back I. at podium ) is District Superintendent E. Keith Bottles, and (seated, first r.)
General Superintendent Eugene L. Stowe. The superintendent’s A w ard of Excel
lence went to Rev. Michael Stipp o f Schaumburg. Dr. Stowe ordained Revs.
Thomas Beers, Tim Kilby, G riffith M arks, and Jaren R ow ell elders; and David
Wine deacon.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
October 26, Oodge City, Kans., First Church will
celebrate its 75th anniversary. Former ministers,
members, and friends are invited to be a part of this
great day of rememberance and resolve. For further
information write or phone: Pastor Stan Meek, First
Church of the Nazarene, Ave. A at Cedar, Dodge City,
KS 67801; 316-225-5835.
Evansville, Ind., First Church will celebrate its
75th anniversary Sunday, November 16. Former pas
tors, members, and friends are invited to attend.
Those who cannot attend are encouraged to send
letters of greeting. For more information, contact
Pastor Garland Wallace at 8100 Newburgh Rd.,
Evansville, IN 47715, or telephone 812-479-9571.

Rev. Rudy Sauter and his w ife, Lois,
were honored by the N ebrask a District
upon their retirem ent after more than
15 years o f successful ministry at the
C raw ford, Nebr., church. Superinten
dent D w ig h t N euen schw and er (1.) is
shown presenting them with a plaque
expressing appreciation. The Sauters
are m ak in g th eir home in Bethany,
Okla.
RAY LANE to Spokane (Wash.) Crestline
LARRY W. LEONARD from GA, Kansas City, to
Hutchinson (Kans.) First
EDNA L. MABREY from NIBC, Albuquerque,
N.Mex., to Mount Pleasant (Mich.) Faith
JOHN R. MAURER from Lansing (Mich.) South to
Lansing (Mich.) First
JOHN E. MAYES from Regent, N.Dak. to NTS, Kan
sas City
WILLIAM E. NAILL, SR., from Madison (Fla.) First to
Fayetteville (Tenn.) First
STEPHEN OGLEVIE from Pilot Rock, Oreg., to Ru
pert (Idaho) First
JONATHAN PRIVETT, student, to Pierce (Idaho) First
STEVEN C. REUSCH from Phillipsburg, Kans., to
Pleasant Hill, Kans.
DAVID R. RODES from Ventura, Calif., to Grandview,
Wash.
RAY SCHERMERHORN from Confluence, Pa., to
Poughkeepsie (N Y.) First
JAY E. SCHLENKER from Grove City, Ohio, to Ames
(Iowa) First
DOYLE C. SMITH from D.S., East Tennessee, to
evangelism
LENNIE SPOONER from Lewiston, Idaho, to Kalispell (Mont.) First
DAN SWAN from Pierce, Idaho, to St. Maries, Idaho
L. ALAN THOMPSON from Harrisonville, Mo., to
Olathe (Kans.) College Church
DAVID A. WARREN from Fort Smith (Ark.) Northside
to Oakley, Kans.
ROBERT E WATSON from Princeton, Ind., to Bryan
(Ohio) First
FLOYD WILKS from Heppner, Oreg., to Moses Lake
(Wash.) First

MOVING MISSIONARIES
REV. DON and PAULA BARD," Zambia, Furlough
address: c/o P. Bard, 1505 Elizabeth, Pasadena,
CA 91104
REV. JOHN and MARTHA BURGE, Suriname, Field
address: P.O. Box 4170 Flora, Paramaribo, Sur
iname, South America
REV. DENZIL and KAY DODDS, South Africa, Fur
lough address: P.O. Box 576, Lakeview, OH 43331
REV. DAVID and CAROLITA FRALEY, France, Field
address: 28 Allee des Genets, Guyancourt 78280,
France
MR SCOT HILL," Japan, Field address: c/o Woods,
101 KobukeCho, Chiba Shi, Chiba Ken, Japan 281
MISS EDNA LOCHNER, Africa Communications,
Furlough address: 1206 Curdes Ave, Fort Wayne,
IN 46805
REV BILL and BECKY SELVIDGE, Hong Kong, Field
address: 6 Tai Koo Wan Road, 16th Floor, Flat B,
Taikoo Shing, Honk Kong
REV DARYLL and VERNA STANTON, South Africa,
Furlough address: 1916 E. 79th St., Kansas City,
MO 64132

Tampa, Fla., First Church will celebrate its 60th
anniversary October 19. Special services commem
orating the organization of the church are planned. All
friends and former members of the church are in
vited. For more information contact Pastor R. L.
Sumner at 5902 N. Himes Ave., Tampa, FL 33614.
The Hutchinson, Kans., Bethany Church will cel
ebrate its 50th anniversary October 10-12. The
church was originally begun as the “Lord's Chapel” in
1932 and on October 11,1936, was organized as a
Church of the Nazarene with 17 charter members.
Membership now stands at 492. All former members
and friends are invited to share in the celebration. For
further information, contact Pastor Ronald D. Crosley, 408 Kent Rd., Hutchinson, KS 67501, or phone
316-662-1581.
The Nashville Radnor Church will celebrate its
39th anniversary with a homecoming October 12.
Special singing will be featured in the worship ser
vice, as well as in the afternoon service. All former
pastors, missionaries, and friends are invited to at

tend. For further information, please contact Mrs.
Louise Holt, 506 Radnor St., Nashville, TN 37211; or
phone 615-832-2146.
Announcements should reach us three months
prior to the date of the event announced.

VITAL STATISTICS
MINISTER DIES
Rev. John D. Rhame, 75, retired minister, died July
9, at his home after a five-month illness with cancer.
Born October 11, 1910, in Bishopville, S.C., he left
college to become a professional entertainer He
traveled, playing in nightclubs with his last engage
ment in Gladewater, Tex., where he found the Lord,
January 1933, in a Nazarene church.
He was especially inspired by Dr. J. W. Goodwin,
general superintendent, for whom he had the music
during a four-week campaign. This led to his call to
the ministry.
During his evangelistic career, he met Laura Cham
bers of Port Elizabeth and was married at the North
east Maryland Camp. Together they held revival over
the denomination for 10 years.
He organized and built the Sebring, Fla., church,
beginning a career of pastoring in New York, Tennes
see, Alabama, Texas, Missouri, and Arizona for over
31 years.
In May 1986 he and his wife, Laura, were awarded
the Distinguished Service Award for a combined total
of 80 years of ministry
He is survived by his wife and two children, Carolyn
Keeley of Cape Girardeau, Mo., and Paul Rhame of
DeSoto, Mo., and six grandchildren. Funeral services
were conducted at Cape Girardeau, Mo., First
Church, with Rev. Jack Hamilton and Rev. Chester
Kneir, officiating, assisted by Rev. R. C. Stevens.
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RETIRED NPH EMPLOYEE DIES
Elgin W. Purdy, 65, died May 29
in Kansas City, Mo. Survivors in
clude his wife, LaDonna; daugh
ter Diane Wallace, Mexico, N.Y.;
sons Darrel, Monterey, Calif.; Da
vid, Kansas City; six grand
children; and his mother, Margaret
Purdy.
He was a layout artist for the
Nazarene Publishing House for 32 years. Funeral
service was June 2 at Kansas City First Church.
LONGTIME NAZARENE LAYMAN DIES
Thomas L. Marks, 82, formerly of Anderson, Ind.,
died June 21, at Riverview Hospital in Noblesville,
Ind., of cardiac arrest.
He was a member of the Nazarene Church for over
60 years, having served as Sunday School superin
tendent for 31 years, and 13 years as church secre
tary at Anderson First Church. He was caretaker at
Northeastern Indiana District campgrounds in Mar
ion, and served on the district camp board for 15
years. He was a trustee of Olivet Nazarene College,
a delegate to the Nazarene General Assembly on six
occasions, and helped to organize Noblesville First
Church in 1932.
Surviving are his wife, Dolly Wainscott Marks; one
son, James Davis of Anderson; one daughter, Ann
Beckley of Elwood; five grandchildren and five great
grandchildren.
DEATHS
VIOLA TILLEY (TAYLOR) ARMSTRONG, 64, May
19, Sutton, Ont. Survivors: husband Bill; son Paul;
daughter Mary-Lou; three grandchildren; and five
brothers.
HELEN E. BERGER, 71, July 23, Tacoma, Wash.
Survivors: daughters Betty Mae Slaw, Mary Ellen
Lord, Rosemary Berger, Helen M. Berger; sons John
Stone, William L., and Samuel; and one sister.
FRANK E. FALK, 80, Aug. 6, Altus, Okla. Inter
ment: Wellington, Tex. Survivors: wife Ruby (Whittenberg); daughter Patsy Duckworth.
REV. INA R. FINK, 94, June 15, Eustis, Fla. No
immediate family survivors. Her entire ministry was in
Ohio.
REV CHESTER L. FREDRICKSON, 65, July 5,
Marseilles, III. Survivors: wife Frances; daughters
Mrs. Gary (Stephana) Berg, Mrs. David (Dorcas)
Kipp, Mrs. Richard (Candance) Wyatt; sons Kendell
and Trigvee; nine grandchildren; two brothers; and a
twin sister. Ministry: North Dakota, Minnesota, and
Illinois.
WINIFRED GIBSON GOODWIN, 72, Jan. 25, Man
chester, Ga. Survivors: husband Rev. Ralph Goodwin; sons Ralph, Jr., Wayne and Mark; daughters
Carol and Miriam, numerous grandchildren; one
brother and two sisters.
BETHEL C. HARRISON, 84, Aug. 5, Tacoma,
Wash. Survivor: brother Floyd Hawkins.
TOM E. NORMAN, 85, June 29, York, S.C. Sur-

SHOWERS OF BLESSING’S

September 28
“Come unto Me: Strange Words”
October 5
“Come to Me: Invitation”
October 12
“Come to Me: Participation”
October 19
“Come to Me: Location”
by Stephen L. Manley, speaker
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A NEW KING JAMES STUDY BIBLE DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS.
Thomas Nelson Publishers has a new TEXTBOOK EDITION Bible, with
study aids and articles written by university professors to enable junior
high and high school students to read and understand God's Word in a
meaningful new way. The TEXTBOOK EDITION features full-color charts,
diagrams, and graphic presentations to appeal to today’s visually oriented
student. The material in the TEXTBOOK EDITION covers the entire Bible
and helps students understand how the Bible fits together.
There are study units on the Pentateuch, the Historical Books, the
Poetic and Prophetic Books, the Gospels, the Acts, and the Epistles. For
example, study aids of the Historical Books include a chronology, maps,
and the Message, as it relates to the New Testament. The section on the
Poetic Books discusses characteristics of Hebrew poetry and the applica
tion of the literary genre called "Wisdom.”
The text is the New King James Version, an accurate and understand
able translation that has retained the poetic cadence of the King James
Version for easy memorization of Bible verses.
□

STUDENTS REGAIN RIGHT TO BIBLE MEETINGS. The U.S. Supreme
Court has reinstated a lower court ruling that allows public high school
students to meet for Bible study and prayer during scheduled school
activity periods.
Petros, a Williamsport, Pa., high school student group, has been at
the center of the controversy since 1981, when the local school board
refused to let the group meet because of the religious content of its
discussions.
□

BIBLE MAY REFER TO CHERNOBYL ACCIDENT. Soviet citizens are do
ing more Bible reading than usual in the wake of a nuclear power plant
disaster at Chernobyl in the Ukraine. The discovery of a possible prophetic
mention of Chernobyl in the biblical Book of Revelation has spread across
the Soviet Union, becoming part of the lore associated with the disaster.
Of current interest to Soviets is a passage found in Revelation
8:10-11. That passage says, “And the third angel sounded, and there fell
a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the
third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; and the name of
the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became
wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made
bitter.”
The Ukrainian word for wormwood, a bitter wild herb used medicinally
in rural Russia, is Chernobyl.
□

AMULETS BEARING OLDEST-KNOW N BIBLICAL INSCRIPTIONS
FOUND. The oldest biblical inscriptions ever found have been deciphered
by Israeli archaeologists. The inscriptions are on 2,600-year-old silver
“charms” unearthed seven years ago, according to the Israeli Museum.
According to archaeologist Gabriel Barkay, the inscriptions he discov
ered in a Jerusalem burial cave predate the Dead Sea Scrolls by about 400
years. The silver charm s date from the 7th century B.C., when de
scendants of King David ruled the Jerusalem area.
The texts are scratched on tw o pieces of silver that were rolled like
scrolls and probably worn as amulets. They bear the priestly blessing
found in the Book of Numbers. One charm has a full 15-word version,
while a smaller piece has a 10-word abridged version that combined two
verses.
The writing on the amulets is a form that disappeared after the Jews
were expelled from Jerusalem in 586 b c by the Babylonians.
□

vivors: wife Mary; daughters Mrs. Homer (Janet)
Benefield and Mrs. William (Betty) Love; five grand
children; and three great-grandchildren.
SAMANTHA J. SMITH, 86, July 26, Fontana, Calif.
Interment: Bloomington, Calif. Survivors: husband
Everett; sons Duane and Dale; one grandchild; and
two great-grandchildren.
LILLIAN MAE STEVENS, 79, Mar. 30, Castro Val
ley, Calif. Interment: Hayward, Calif. Survivors:
daughters Deloris Matter, Ruth Wolfe, and Karlene
Williams; son Charles; 15 grandchildren; and 11
great-grandchildren.
BIRTHS
to REV. LEON AND BARBARA BLAISE, North
Tonawanda, N.Y., a boy, Jeremy Edward, June 17
to DAVE AND CARISA (ADAMS) BLOWERS,
Nampa, Idaho, a boy, Nathan Ray, June 10
to CAPTAIN JOHN MARVIN AND JEANINE (ROSTALLON) BRASHER, Fort Benning, Ga„ a girl, Amy
Elizabeth, Mar. 29
to MIKE AND DARLENE (BLOWERS) BROOKS,
Bethany Okla., a girl, Emily Kay, May 7
to REV DAVE AND CINDY (WOODBRIDGE)

CROFFORD, Kalamazoo, Mich., a boy, Benjamin
Daniel, July 24
to REV. TOM AND SYLVIA (SHANNON) EVANS,
San Benito, Tex., a girl, Krystal Dawn, July 20
to RODNEY AND GLORIA (JARMON) FECHNER,
Katy, Tex., a boy, Matthew Daniel, Jan. 10
to PAUL AND MARILYN (JACKSON) FRANCO,
Crofton, Md., a boy, Timothy Andrew, May 27
to BRAD AND KAREN (MILLER) MERCER, Dal
las, Tex., a boy, WHIiam Wesley, June 18
to DAVID AND GREGG (PARKER) PETERS, York,
S.C., a boy, James David, July 5
to DEAN AND LORI (THOMPSON) PRINCE,
Nampa, Idaho, a girl, Ashley Danielle, Aug. 1
to RANDY AND MARSHA (WANKEL) STOKER,
Robeline, La., a boy Kelvin Zane, Aug. 4
ANNIVERSARIES
REV. AND MRS. JAMES C. LEONARD of John
stown, Ohio, recently celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary. They were honored with a dinner at the
Buxton Inn, Granville, Ohio.
The Leonards were married Aug. 5, 1926, in Mar
ion, Ohio. They pastored churches on the Central

C o n d u c te d
b y W . E.
M c C u m b e r,

Ohio District and also served as evangelists. They
had three children, James (deceased), William, and
Dorothy Dennis, seven grandchildren and six great
grandchildren.

CORRECTION
The announcement of the 50th wedding
anniversary of Rev. and Mrs. Harry B. Hall,
which appeared in our June 1, 1986 issue,
should have included Sharpsville, Pa.,
among the places where they pastored. We
regret the omission, but this information was
not supplied to us in the announcement.

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS—
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.
Charles H. Strickland, Chairman; Eugene L. Stowe,
Vice-Chairman; Raymond W. Hurn, Secretary; Wil
liam M. Greathouse; Jerald D. Johnson; John A.
Knight.

church position on the matter. It is a local matter
and should be decided locally.
□

E ditor
We welcome questions on biblical and doctrinal matters. The
editor is not able to send replies to questions not selected for
publication. Address: ANSWER CORNER, H erald o f Holiness,
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.

A friend of mine, raised in church, married a
man from another church background. Now they
do not go to church anywhere, and she tells
him that you can worship at home and don’t
need to attend church.
I think they should find a true church near their
home and attend there. The Bible warns against
neglecting to assemble together. Won’t this
cause them to backslide?

U"

Those who can attend church should attend
church. We need to be identified with the Body o f
Christ, and private worship is no substitute for
corporate worship. T h e members need the body
and the body needs the members (1 Corinthians
12; Hebrews 10:23-25). Yes, they w ill backslide, if
they have not already done so.
We not only need corporate worship, we need to
be involved in the mission o f the church, and
contributing to its fellowship. I f everyone adopted
your friend’s attitude, the church would disappear
and darkness cover the earth.
It is unnatural and unspiritual for Christians not
to desire participation in the church.
□

In the past, when our church board met, only
board members were present. Lately, other
members of the church are sitting in on the
board meetings. Does the general church have
an official position on this matter?
Ordinarily, only board members care to attend
board meetings. T h e board should, if necessary,
establish a policy on this matter. Any board
could, with visitors present, vote to go into “ exec
utive session,” which means nonboard members
would be excluded.
T h e M a n u a l does not mention attendance re
strictions, and I ’m not aware o f any general

Recently in the adult Sunday School class in
our church a list was placed on the bulletin
board of things that would hinder our walk with
the Lord. One of the items listed was voting
Democrat. Has our church become so political
as to tell people how to vote? If it has, I’ll be
looking for a new church. I’m a lifelong N aza
rene.
Whoa! Don’t leave us, brother. Don’t make the
mistake o f confusing your Sunday School class
with the entire denomination.
The Church o f the Nazarene does not attempt to
dictate the politics o f its members. W ithin our
church in the U.S. are Democrats, Republicans,
Independents, all o f the above, none o f the
above— you name it.
We do not all see alike or vote alike on political
issues. We do not endorse candidates or parties.
T he secret ballot is an American strength. How
you vote is your business.
□

Many times on Sunday, which I call the Lord’s
Day, people will refer to that day as the Sab
bath. I sometimes tell them that it is not the
Sabbath; Sabbath means seventh. Sunday is
the first day of the week, or the Lord’s Day.
Some then say that Sunday is the new Sabbath.
I then say no more to avoid an argument, but I
would like very much to hear your thoughts on
this.
I agree that the first day o f the week is the Lord’s
Day.
Sabbath, however, does not mean seventh. It
means rest, and Israel rested on the seventh day.
The first day is a fitting one for celebrating in
worship our Lord’s resurrection, and in His death
and resurrection sin was atoned for and death
was conquered, creating the possibility o f our
spiritual rest.
For this reason some have termed it the Chris
tian’s Sabbath or the new sabbath. I prefer the
designation “ Lord’s Day.”
□
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GETTIN’ READY
FOR THE MIRACLE

M osie Lister has w ritten this fresh
Christmas cantata in e asy SATB voicing.
Ideal for those choirs w ith lim ited re
sources or rehearsal time, but m usically
interesting enough for m o re e x p e ri
enced choirs. The nine songs are unusu
ally m elodic and meaningful, w ith both
color and real ''heart.'' A fte r announcing
the Lord's com ing, the w ork reflects on
its m eaning for us, exp ressin g our re 
sponses o f w orship, celebration, and
praise. Narration and optional selections
for children's choir included. P erfo r
m ance time, ap p roxim ately 30 minutes.
Song titles: "C om e and S ee”; "H o ly Sav
ior"; "Sing Praise to the King"; "A t the
Right Tim e”; "C elebrate the C om in g”;
"Reaching."

Set in a bom bed-ou t church during w a r
time, this musical dram a portrays a
handful o f refu gees com in g to ap p re
ciate the nature and m ean in g o f Christ's
birth. Paul M. M iller's script is thoughtprovoking, and Dick Bolks' SATB choral
arrangem ents are full and beautiful.
Both traditional and n e w e r selections
are featured, alon g w ith optional parts
for children s choir. For those w h o p refer
a concert version, a narrated adaptation
o f the script is provided. Production
helps included. Perform ance tim e, a p 
p ro xim ately 50 minutes. S ong titles in
clude "Peace, P eace "; "O Com e, O
Com e, E m m anuel "; "His Name"; "R e 
jo ice ! A King Is Born"; "C om e, Thou
L o n g-ex p ected Jesus "; "H ear the A n gels
Shouting"; "M ary's N ew b o rn Son”; “O
Little Tow n o f B eth lehem ”; “O n e Life."

What an e n jo ya b le w a y for kids to c e le 
brate the Christmas event! LIN D A RE
BUCK and TOM FETTKE have w ritten
this musical, w h ich com b in es humor,
n ew songs, and traditional carols. Using
both con tem p o rary and b iblical settings,
it brings h om e the great value o f God's
Christmas gift to us— His Son. Arranged
for un ison/option al tw o-part choir. Per
form ance tim e, ap p ro xim a tely 35
minutes. Production h elps included.
Sam ple songs: "R oyal Gifts”; "On the Eve
o f the Pageant"; “W e W orship Thee"; "Si
lent Night"; "Spectaram ajingalicioustinselribbonistm as”; “C o m e and A d o re ”;
"T h e H eavens A re Telling."

PAMC-59
Book
PATA-9073C Stereo Cassette
PAL-9073C
Book/C assette C o m b .
PAMU-9073
Acc. Tape (reel)
PAMU-9073C Acc. Tape (cassette)
PAMC-59SF
Service Folders
O rchestrations available.

$4.50
$8.98
$12.45
$45.00
$45.00
I00/$4.00

PAMC-58
PATA-9072C
PAL-9072C
PAM U-9072
PAMU-9072C
PAMC-58SF
O rche strations

Book
$4.50
Ste re o Cassette
$8.98
Book/C a sse tte C o m b .
$ 12.45
Acc. Tape (reel)
$45.00
Acc. Tape (cassette)
$45.00
Service Folders
I00/$6.00
available.

PAMC-57
PATA-9071 C
P AL-9071C
PAMU-9071
P A M U -9 0 7IC
PA M C -S7SF

Book
$3.95
Ste re o Cassette
$8.98
Book/C asse tte C o m b .
$11.95
Acc. Tape (reel)
$45.00
Acc. Tape (cassette)
$45.00
Service Folders
100/$6.00
O rche strations available.

FOR INFORMATION ON OUR COMPLETE LINE OF SEASONAL MATERIALS, CONSULT
LILLENAS CHRISTMAS 1986 MUSIC AND PROGRAM RESOURCES. MUSICATALOG. FREE UPON REQUEST.

TWo More Christmas Programming Resources.
WHOSE BIRTHDAY?
\V H 0SE

BIRTI iI>\Y

ffc

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
BUILDER No. 39

F ive p la y s a n d p r o g r a m s p r o v id in g d ra m a tic
Christm as re so u rc es for all ages. C o m p ile d b y
Paul M. Miller. S o m e scripts in clude m u sic su g 
gestions. Titles: "Like a L a m b ”; “W h o s e Birthday?"
"Som ething to Ring A bout"; “S y m b o ls o f C hrist
m as"; “The Stable B o y a n d Keran.”
PAMC-263

39

T h e latest in Lillenas' se rie s o f an n u al resource
boo ks, c o m p ile d b y Pau l M. M iller. Included are
p o e m s, readin gs, e x erc ises, plays, an d songs for
all ages. A n in d isp e n s a b le tool for program plan
ners.

$ 2 .75

Anticipate Your Needs and Order Now!

PAMC-139

$2.75

A d d 4% for postage and handling
Prices subject to change without notice

A vailable from your NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE • Post O ffice Box 4 1 9 5 2 7 , Kansas City, Missouri 64141

Rev. and M rs. Bob W illiam s, pastor o f
the C a rn e g ie , O k la., chu rch fo r 32
years, w e re honored at a reception
June 22. A pproxim ately 300 friends,
relatives, and acquaintances came to
w ish them w e ll in th eir retirem ent.
That Sunday w as proclaim ed “Bob W il
liams Appreciation D ay ” by the com
munity w ith a M ay o r’s Proclam ation
signed by M ayor Utah Jones. U nder the
W illiam ses’ leadership, the old church
was remodeled and expanded several
times. But as the con gregation con
tinued to grow, it became necessary to
relocate and a new sanctuary and an
educational unit w ere built. The church
w as dedicated d ebt-free M ay 1.

Y

^
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Rev. A1 Shaw (I.), N ew Boston, Ohio,
First Church, presents the E. P. Ellyson
A w ard to Dody H uffm an, director of
the Continuing Lay T rain in g Program .
This is the highest aw ard in the C LT
Program . It represents the completion
of 60 units o f study in Teacher E n 
ric h m e n t o r A d m in is t r a t io n — the
equivalent o f at least 360 contact hours
o f training. Last year, under the form er
C S T Program , N ew Boston had seven
teachers certified.

DEACON’S TAX STATUS
DEPENDS ON INDIVIDUAL
SITUATION
T h e 1985 General Assembly created
a new order o f Christian ministry in
the Church o f the Nazarene identified

as deacon. Dr. Dean Wessels, director
o f Pen sion s and B e n e fits S ervices
USA, reminds that an important tax
question must be decided for any local
church hiring a deacon: “ Although the
deacon is an ordained minister in the
Church o f the Nazarene, is he or she
considered to be a minister for income
tax purposes?”
The answer to this question is based
on a key issue— whether or not the dea
con can perform “ substantially all the
religious functions within the scope o f
the tenants and practices o f the re
ligious denomination” (Revenue R ul
ing 78-301).
The report o f the Commission on the
God-Called M inistry and the accom
panying M a n u a l provisions adopted by
the General Assembly appear to give
authority to the deacon to perform all
the religious functions o f the church,
b u t the functions must be performed
under the specific authority o f the pas
tor or supervising elder.
Legal counsel has observed: “ On a
conceptual basis, there is a close ques
tion as to whether the performance o f
functions under such authority would
be the performance o f substantially all
o f the religious functions o f the church.
I f a particular deacon in fact performs
substantially all the religious functions
performed by an elder, then that par
ticu lar deacon w ould have a much
stronger case for claim ing exclusion
treatment [exclusion from income tax
withholdings and FIC A and the ability
to exclude a housing allowance from
income tax] . . . The determination o f
whether exclusion treatment is or is
not available ultimately depends upon
the particular facts as to a particular
deacon.”
I t is p ractical fo r both the local
church and the individual deacon that
the tax status be consistent throughout
each tenure with a particular local con
gregation. I f treatment as a minister
for income tax purposes is desired, it is
recommended that the supervising el
der sign a written agreement with the
deacon clearly authorizing him or her
to exercise all religious functions o f the
church while under the supervision o f
that elder.
W hen such documentation is pre
sent, the deacon’s case may be e v i
denced and strengthened with the IRS.
However, recognition by the IR S as a
minister for tax purposes will depend
ultimately on the particular facts o f a
particular deacon’s situation, and those
facts may change from assignment to
assignment.
Additional questions regarding the
deacon’s tax status or benefits may be
directed to Dr. Dean Wessels, director,
Pensions and Benefits Services USA,
6401 T h e Paseo, K ansas City, M O
64131.
□

YOUR PENSIONS AND
BENEFITS FUND
IN ACTION
Pensions and Benefits Fund dollars
make possible the “Basic” Pension Pro
gram for over 2,700 retired Nazarene
ministers and widow s or widowers of
ministers. The following letter and ex
cerpts from other letters received re
cently illustrate the impact your faithful
giving into this Fund has on the lives of
individuals.
Dear Mr. Wessels,

Enclosed is a copy of Mother’s memo
rial service to notify you of her death. We
have appreciated the faithfulness of the
church in providing pension checks each
month. Many of them went into the Hun
ger Fund. Mother had a heart of com
passion.
*

*

*

— The “13th month" bonus check
came yesterday and how grateful I am
to you, the church, and the dear Lord for
it. June is the month of the year that is
the hardest for me financially... .
Thank you again for your thought
fulness of us “oldsters." It strengthens
our security for our future.
—I received the extra check for re
tired ministers, and I want to say a big
thanks to our great Church for the way
they are taking care o f . . . retired minis
ters! I love our great Church of the Naz
arene, what it believes and teaches.. . .
I just wanted to let you know how I feel.
— Thank you for the “Extra." We are
indeed grateful.
Our needs are being supplied even if
we have to put out over $200 per month
for drugs alone. My wife has Parkinson's
in the advanced stage.
The “Basic” Pension Program, as well
as related services, are made possible
through the Pensions and Benefits Fund
received from local churches on partici
pating U.S. and Canadian districts.
Service operations are also aided by
gifts, donations, g ift annuities, wills, and
legacies. No General Budget monies are
received for the funding of pension pro
grams and services. Your church's pay
ment of its Fund amount is essential to
keep your Pensions and Benefits Fund
in action.

“H O N O R IN G THE T R U S T ’’
and
“S E R V IN G TH O SE
W HO S E R V E ”
Pensions and Benefits Services USA

SEPTEMBER 15, 1 9 8 6

YOUR CHURCH
OF THE
HA2AREHE

Your Church Con

ADOPT
AN
EVANGELIST
"Adopt on Evangelist" is a program allowing a local church opportunity to
select and minister to a commissioned evangelist/song evangelist of their
choice for one quadrennium.
SUGGESTION LIST
Gifts a n d cards for evangelist a n d fa m ily on special occasions.
R e m e m b e r evan gelist a n d fa m ily a t Christmas.
List the evangelist's schedule in your b ulle tin /n e w s le tte r offering p ra y e r
support.
A rrange for th e evangelist a n d his fa m ily to visit your church a n d utilize
their gifts during th e off-season o f revivals.
Additional Help: Evangelism Ministries recommends financial assistance in areas of medical insurance: Long-Term Disability
Income Protection; and travel expenses to general and district church assemblies and conferences. If your adopted
evangelist does not receive assistance in these areas by his local church or district, please consider having your church help
him.

—

ADOPT AN EVANGELIST
District name .

_______________ Church n a m e __

Church address .

Pastor's name .
D We would like ro select rhe .

. family
evangelist / song evangelist

□ Please assign an evangelist/song evangelist ro our church.

evangelism ministries

Send ro Evangelism Ministries
"ADOPT AN EVANGELIST''
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, MO 64131

THANKSGIVING OFFERING

ANNOUNCEMENT
With the unanimous approval of the
Board o f G eneral S u p e rin te n d e n ts
and in consultation with the Advisory
Council of the East Tennessee District,
I have app ointe d Dr. T hom as Cox
(present superintendent of North Ar
kansas District) as superintendent of
the East Tennessee District, effective
September 1, 1986.

The goal of $9 million has been established by the
Board of General Superintendents for the Thanksgiving
Offering, 1986. In Canada, the offering is received Octo
ber 12, and in the United States it is received November
23 and is an expression of our earnest desire to fulfill the
Great Commission.
The Board of General Superintendents is calling on
Nazarenes everywhere to lift a generous offering in sup
port of our missionary enterprise around the world. As a
board we are doing everything possible to bring every
plan of the general church under the authority of the
Great Commission. We are growing rapidly around the
world. We have “growing pains” as our international
church expands rapidly.
We need first of all your heart interest and prayers.
RAYMOND W. HURN, Secretary
B o a r d o f G e n e r a l S u p e r in t e n d e n t s

— Eugene L. Stowe
General Superintendent

COX MOVES TO
EAST TENNESSEE
D r. T h o m a s C o x ,
North Arkansas district
superintendent, has been
a p p o in te d s u p e rin te n 
dent o f the East Tennes
see D istrict by Dr. E u 
gene L. Stowe. H e fills
the vacancy created by the retirement
o f Rev. Doyle Smith. H e assumed his
new responsibilities September 1.
Dr. Cox is a graduate o f Trevecca
Nazarene College. H e received the hon
orary doctor o f divin ity degree from
Southern N azaren e U n iv e rs ity this
past spring. He pastored for more than
16 years before being appointed super
intendent o f the North Arkansas D is
trict by Dr. Charles H. Strickland in
March 1975. He was ordained in 1960
on the Tennessee District.
He and his wife, Wyoma, have four
children, Pamela Bell, Tamela Tarter,
Bobby, and Jeff.
□
— NN

THOMPSON ELECTED
VIRGINIA DISTRICT
SUPERINTENDENT
Rev. Charles L. Thompson, 50, pas
to r o f R ic h m o n d , Va., S o u th s id e
Church, was elected and has accepted
the call as superintendent o f the V ir
ginia District, according to Dr. Charles
H. Strickland, general superintendent.
He was elected on the first ballot by
the Virginia district assembly, August
13.
Rev. Thom pson began his tenure at
Richmond, Va., Southside in December
1969. Prior to this he pastored church
es in Victoria, Va., and Greensboro and
Kannapolis, N.C.
Ordained in 1961, Rev. Thom pson
attended Southern Pilgrim Bible C ol
lege. He and his wife, Mary, have three
children, Susan, Kathy, and Jeffrey.
He succeeds Dr. R eeford Chaney,
who retired from the post at this as

sembly. Dr. Chaney served as superin
tendent o f the Virginia District begin
ning in 1977. P rio r to this he was
superintendent o f the Alabam a D is
trict for 13 years. Dr. Chaney and his
wife, Barbara, are retiring on the V ir
ginia D istrict. T h eir new address is
4070 Monza Dr., Richmond, VA 23234.
— NN

□

ANNOUNCEMENT
With the unanimous approval of the
Board of General S u p e rin te n d e n ts
and in consultation with the Advisory
Council of the North Arkansas District,
I have appointed Rev. Eugene Sanders
(presently p astor of Houston, Tex.,
Spring Branch Church) as superinten
dent of the North Arkansas District,
effective O ctober 1, 1986.
— Jerald D. Johnson
General Superintendent

SANDERS APPOINTED TO
NORTH ARKANSAS
Rev. Eugene Sanders,
57, has been appointed
s u p e rin te n d e n t o f the
North Arkansas District
by Dr. Jerald D. Johnson.
He replaces Dr. Thomas
Cox, who was appointed
East Tennessee district superinten
dent.
A native o f H ot Springs, Ark., Rev.
Sanders attended Capital C ity Busi
ness College in L ittle Rock and holds
the Th.B. from Olivet Nazarene C ol
lege. He was ordained in 1959 on the
Chicago Central District. He has pas
to red the H ou ston S p rin g B ran ch
Church since 1981. Prior to this he pas
tored Lubbock, Tex., First; Tulsa Cen
tral; Corpus Christi, Tex., Trin ity; and
was associate pastor at Oklahoma City
First and Kankakee, 111., First. Rev.
Sanders was elected to the General
Board at the 21st General Assembly.
He and his wife, Bernice, have three

children, Susan Malloy, Larry Sanders,
and Cheryl O’Bannon.
□
— NN

SIVEWRIGHT ELECTED NYI
MINISTRIES DIRECTOR
Rev. Gary Sivewright,
39, has been elected N Y I
M inistries director in the
Christian L ife and Sun
day School Division, ac
c o r d i ng to R ev. P h i l
Riley, CL/SS Division d i
rector. He was elected to the post by
the Board o f General Superintendents
following his nomination by Rev. Riley
and Dr. Raymond W. Hurn, responsible
general superintendent for the CL/SS
D ivision . T h e n om in ation was a p 
proved by the General N Y I Council
and the C L/SS D epartm en t o f the
General Board.
Rev. Sivewright has served on the
youth staff at headquarters for almost
seven years. He was recently appointed
program coordinator for N Y I M in is
tries, where he became responsible for
the editing o f T O T A L II. Prior to this,
he served as senior editor o f Bread
magazine and Teens Today. H e has
also served as youth minister at B eth
any, Okla., First Church and Shawnee,
Kans., church.
A graduate o f Southern Nazarene
University and Nazarene Theological
Seminary, Rev. Sivewright and his wife,
Carol, have two sons, Chad and Jason.
He is the author o f a commentary on
Ephesians 4, Walking by Faith in Jesus
Alone — Together, and a book o f teen
devotionals called Following. He has
written articles for various magazines
and is a popular speaker at camps, con
ventions, revivals, and retreats.
Rev. Sivewright replaces Rev. Larry
Leonard, who resigned the post to ac
cept the p astorate o f H u tch in son ,
Kans., First Church. Karen DeSollar,
who has served as assistant editor for
N Y I M inistries, has been appointed
editor o f Bread and Teens Today.
□
— NN
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ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL STUDY

Teacher's Guide

ZNEW LIFE.

ZN
E
U
L
IF
E
J
p r im e r
A DOWN-TO-EARTH
LOOK AT WHAT
CHRISTIANS BELIEVE

Available M arch 1, 198 7

Z N E U LIFE.

N e w Life First Steps
T he Bible
Prayer

THE NEW LIFE PRIMER

Available June 1, 198 7

A DOWN-TO-EARTH LOOK AT WHAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE
A n undated study series designed specially for
• New com ers to the church
• N ew and potential Christians
• Folk coming from other denominations
• Plus a great elective for veteran Christians

J^N EU LIF E .

In simple English this N e w Life Primer answers the tough, basic questions people ask
about Christianity and the church. Questions like: “Where did the Bible come
from?” “How do we know Jesus rose from the dead?” “What am I agreeing to when
I join the Nazarene church?”

W hat You G e t . . .
TEACHER’S GUIDE— packed

full of exciting teaching ideas!
c p v e -8 7 I * .......... $3.95

STUDENT HANDOUTS— loaded

(Contains material for 8 students)
Please add 4% for handling and postage.

per quarter

with interesting facts, pictures, activities!
C P V E -8 7 0 * ........ $4.95

Available Septem ber 1, 1987

per quarter

*Stock numbers fo r'Q u a rte r I material

Anticipate your needs for this NEW Sunday School class and order NOW
N A Z A R E N E P U B L IS H IN G H O U S E
Post O ffice Box 4 19 5 2 7, Kansas City, Missouri 6 4 14 1

